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proceedins of the Committee were heli with closed doors. He would there- 
fore propose ax an amendment or, if he was not in order, he would move a 
substantive motion, that the meetings of tho. Select Committee in reference to 


this Dill, should be thrown open to the public and the Reporters of the Press. 





‘The How'uts Sin Srvamn Hoon observed that thet wav a question which 
should be left entirely for the Select Committee to determine. He himsolf had 
no ohjeetion to the proposal 


‘The Hox'nx tHe Apvocare-Gevenat remarked that, ax had just been said 
by tho hon’ble mover of the Bill, delegates from public hodies would be 
ailmitted to the sitting of the Select Committoe. But he should not personally 
object to the admission of Reporters of the Press. 











The Hoxon THe: Popupenr said he thought that matter could not be made 
the subject af a substantive motion in the Couneil. Ife quite agreed with the 
hon'ble mover of the Bill in thinking that the question of the admission of 
the pablic tothe eitingn of tho Seloet Committe dhould be left to the decision 
of the Committee. 


‘Vho Hoxie Mx, Brit. said that, before the quest 
Chair, he should like to. make one or two obs 
bethe present position of this Bill. He had listened with great attention, ag ho 
always listated with vory greut attention, to what had fallen from the hon’ble 
member opposite (Baboo Kristodas Pal}, and he was sure_that the Council 
would agree with him that they derived’ great advantage from the hon’ble 
meiuber's opinion on all questions which wore brougl:t before them for discus- 
sion. Bat, though he had listened to the hon’ble membor to-day with much 
attention, he could not very clearly make out whether the hon’ble member 
was in favor of the eloctive system or net, He understood, however, that be 
was in favor of an elostive system, provided no restrictions were placed on the 
uctions of the representatives of the publie—at least, no such restrictions as 
would cause independent men to refuse to aceept office. Now, he thought that 
it would be as weil that they should cousider for a moment what these sup- 
posed restrictions wore. There existed, as it appeared to him, a good deal of 
misapprehension on the subject. When the mutter camo to be examined, it 
would he found that tho control of the Goverument would be extremely limited. 
First of all, there was the municipal debt; and no one, he thought, would deny 
that before this debt was transforred to a now body, it was tho duty of the 
Council to see that some means were provided for securing the paymient of the 
interest ani sinking fund of the debt. ‘This debt was held partly by Govern. 
anent, and partly by debenturo holders. It must be remembered that, when 
Government hid ‘advanced this money to the municipality, tho municipality 
consisted of members appointed by itsclf. No security was taken from the muni 
Gipulity when the money was advanced, and.no terms were imposed in regard to 
thare-payment of the loan, He spoke under correction of the hon’ble member 
opposite (Buboo Kristodas Pal) if le was wrong. The hon'blo member had 
stated upon a previous occasion that the loans wore a first ehargo upon the muni- 
cipal fund. It might be so, but Mn. Br. had not beon ablo to find the section 
which provided for it. At any rate, debonturo holders, to judge from the form 
of the debentures given at the end of the Bill, had only a promise that the 
money should be made payable to bearer. Now, both the Government and 
the debenture holders might have beon very ready to load their money upon 
these ‘terms when all the members of the municipality were appointed by the 
Government; but, certainly, it did not follow ‘et-they ‘wowld hare been 
ready to part with their money to « body who were not appointed by the 
Government, but by the rate-payors themselves. Thorefore, he thought that 
the first point to be considered was with reference to tho debt, and he was 
convinced that the unanimous opinion of the Council would be that, before 
they handed over this debt tos new body, they were bound to provide some 
gpamnten for the payment af the ieisrert and the sinking fund of the debt. 
¢ hon’ble member had en; that this might be done by s maedamus. 
‘Well, that was a point which the hon'ble member would be able to 
‘Select Committee, and Me. Bui was quite sure that the Gelect 
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swould give the hou'ble member's suggestion their best attention. ‘The sugges 
tion, at any rate, admitted thal, in respect of the debt, it was necessary to 
place the new body of Commissioners under some surt of control. 


‘There was another point on which he held j strong opinion, und which 
was not provided for in the Bill as drafted in Committee, and that was in 
regard to the drainage works. ‘They all knew that a large amount. of money 
had Boon apent upon the drainnge works and they als Knew tht thero wae 8 
considerable hody of people who wore opposed to those works, Now, he 
thought the Comeil ought to make it obligatory upon the now body to carry 
out to completion these drainage works, upon which so much monoy had been 
expended. He did not propos that the Governnnt should have ai ‘arbitrary 
power to force the Commissioners to spend xo much this y id so much the 
ext year, in carrying out these works; all that was “necessary was that it 
should be made obligatory on the Commissioners to spend a certain sum ovo 
eur for this purpose, and it was for the Select Comittee to consider how this 
1d could be host attained. 


‘The third point was with regard to the-police. ‘he hon'ble member, 
whilst ucknowledging that it ought to be obligatory on the sew body to 
provide funds for defraying the expenditure om account of police, stated, 
it Mx, Brat, understood him’ rightly, that he would not object to give the 
Government power to impose n rate on the city to defray’ the expenditure 
of the police, if the Municipal Commissioners theisclves refuted to imposo the 
jolice rate. Now, if the hon'ble member was prepared to give the Government, 
this power, Mr. Bet, conceived that it, was all that the Government eoald 
require. 

Thero mercly now remained the question of the conservancy of the town, 
and he was vory plensed to hear the hon'ble member opposite say that that he 
thought the Government had a right to interfere in this respect in the interests of 
the public, and for the prevention of disease, It would be necessary, therefore, 
to provide in the Bill, in case the new body should not carry out satisfactory 
conservancy arrangements, some means for compelling them to do so, and he 
was quite sure the Council would agree with him that in a city like Calcutta 
it was of tho most vital importance that wo should have proper and suitable 
conservaney arrangenients. If conservancy mrangements Were necessary in a 
country like Englund, surely they must be doubly necessary in a town like 
Caloutta, where tho spread of disease was xo rnpid and its results so fatal. He 
would also mention that this power of interference for the abatement of sick- 
nies and disoase was a power which was constantly exercised by the Govern- 
mont at home. He had only that morning received a letter by the mail which 
gave an-account of the manner in which his native town had been completely 
‘overhauled by Goverment engineers, who had been sent down to inspect ite 
"here had been a great deal of sickness in the town, and the local officers had 
failed to carry out proper conservancy arangoments, and the Government sont 
down ono of the engincers of the Government Roard of Health, and compelled 
the local authoritics to carry out such works as were necessary to place the 
town in a proper stato of sinitation. 



























































Ho had now gone through all the points upon which it was proposod that 
aoaio cqateol shoal bo exarmied over the ney, body of Commisionars;. and, 
ts far a8 ho could see, tho hon’ble member opposite agreed with him on nearly 
point. ‘Tho hon'blo member admitted thst thoy must have some power 

of enforcing the payment of the interest and sinking fund of the debt. He 
leo agrecd that it was equally incumbent on the Commissioners to provide 
ands for the police, and he was willing to allow the Government to impose 
a police rato, if the Commissioners refused to inioee it, He also ag , if 
MMe’ Bruz understood him rightly, that they should provide como moans for 
cusuring ihe completion of the drainage works throughout the town. ‘Tho 
‘question, therofore, that remained was the manner and oxtent to which 

‘the Guvermment were to interfere, in ease the new body neglected to carry out 
par Conservancy arrsngements in the town. ‘This would be s question for 
Be" Solect ‘Committee to oomsider. Ho was quite sure, an far us he wan 
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individually concerned, that: he should approach these matters in Seloct Com 
mittee with tho single’ and simple desire to promoto tho good of the town. 
He, for one, should be sorry to sev any system of municipal government forced 
on the town, to which honorable und independent, men could reasonably object 
fo belong. . fe was sure that, it would be the wish of every member of the 
Council, whilo giving offect to the measuro which had Teen proposed by 
His Honor the Licutenant-Governor, mercly to provide such safoguards and 

tees ax should ensure that the now body of elected Commissioners 
should faithfully discharge the obligations which “the In imposed upon them. 











‘Tux Tox'nie te Apvocarr-Guxenar said that as this matter was about to 
be referred to the Solect Committeo, he did not think it necessary to tuke up 
the time of the Couneil by making many remarks on the snbject under 
disoussion ; he would meroly point ont that the objéetionahle clauses ns. they 
were called, might he divided into two clases. In thoso cases in which 
a sum certain was requirod to be uxpended, he thought giving control to. the 
Government in the manner proposed, namely, to 
missioners to spond that sum certain was after all reserving to the Govornmont 
no very serious control, because he assamed that every Iymorable body would 
‘be preparod to raise 9 particnlar amount of money which hud been assigned or 
devoted by it toa particular purpose. He theretore ventured to assert that as 
far as tho control related to that class of eases in which a'sune « had heen 
arrived at for the purpose of maintaining: or accomplishing a particular object, 
the result would be the same whether theso clauses did or ilid not exist. 






























‘The other class of cases comprised shoso in which there might possibly arise 
adifference of opinion between the Chairman snd those who wer supposed to 
represent the Government on the one side and theclected Municipal Commis- 
sioners on the other. ‘Those were cases in which he thought that the control 
which was intended to be imposed might be deemed objectionable. These 
oases, as far us ho could make out looking into the Dill itself, referred to matters 
of conservancy and drainage, and he could not help thinking that when these 
subjects came to be considered by the Select Committoe, it would be possible to 
bring somo of the eases ranging under the second class under the first. For in- 
stance if sum cxtsin was ageat toby expendod fo drainage, or fit was provi 
ed that the municipality should bo obliged to spend not lese than a certain sum 
‘of money on drainage, he apprehended thatthe particular ease referred to would 
fall under the first class, and the control of the Government would not be a very 
serious matter. ‘Therefore, looking at the matter carvfully and not merely glane- 
ingat the surface, it would se2m ‘hut the apparent foreo of the objections which 
had been wiade was either lost or partly incorrectly directed, With reference 
to the residuum of cases, namely, in those few cases in which there might 
be a possible conflict of opinion between tho Chairman and the Commissioners, 
tho matter might be loft to tho Scloct Committee to which this Bill was about 
to be referred. He would not anticipate what might be done, as it had been 
agroed that tho matter should he fully gone into, and all suggestions duly 
considered by aSclect Committee. He could not for one single moment believe 
that tho Government desired to arm itself with arbitrary powors, and he felt 
certain that even if such powers were given to the Government, they would 
be used in a reasonable, prudent, und honorable manner. But if the public at 
large desired thet they should not rest sotisfied with mere assurances, and 
‘elloved it to be expedient that crtain restrictions should ‘be placed "upon 
the alleged arbitrary power of the Government, he thought that tho Govern- 
ont would be prepared to aoeept the imposition of far and proper restrictions. 
If any restrictions could be fairly propused, one would assume that the Selept 
‘Committee would give due weight to such propossls. 


It-was announced by the Hon’blo President iu introducing this measure, that 
it wos not intended to adept on elective system which would be an entirely 
independent one, becausa it was believed that at the commencement of an 
‘elective systom such a course was not desirgble. It was therefore 
to begin with w system subject to some control. ‘That proposition was clearly 
enunciated by the President, and to that extent 1HE ADvocaTe-GENERAL 
thought His Honor was pledged by tho announcement: which he had made, 
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‘His Honor had moreover shown an anxious and sincore desire that the objections 
which had been made to the Bill should be earcfully considered, and 40 far a8 
the Government evuld modify that which appeared ‘chjectionable, that modifi- 
cation should be made, But neither His Honor nor the Select Committee 
could hold out the hope that theso clauecs should be altogether expunged, 
bocause that would bo altogether resiling from the proposition under which the 
lective ryatom had originated, Even if the Governmunt could promise to give 
p all control, it was vory doubtful whether, haviny regard to the mixed classes 
‘persona or inhabitants, consisting of various sections of society and various 
races, it would be possible in giving up thet control, to reconcile the different 
views of the various acctions of the community. ‘There were sections belonging 
to the Westera aide of the world who might have veryulifforent ideas as to what 
was the proper form of drainage, and as to what were proper conservancy 
meagares, from those who always lived in this country. Having regard then 
to tho diversity of tho population to which the hon'ble member opposite 
(Baboo Kristodas Pal) had reforred—and to which he had referred in that 
kindly spirit in which ho always did whon ho had occssion to refer 
to various membors of the community,—rie Apvocure-Generat thought 
thet the resigning of all control by the Government in municipal affairs 
would. beanie % the comaunity aclorge tehoo ayawhelp. -Momore, to 
thought it would bo surrendering that primary duty which the hon'ble 
member opposite was oblized to admit rested with tho Local Government. He 
took it es a primary duty of tho Govornmont to sco to the heulth, comfort, 
and safety of tho ‘inhabitants of tho town. ‘hat primary duty was in 
the first instance sasigned to three Municipal Commissioners ;. then when 
those duties became more onerous, the number was extended, und the Caleutta 
Justices were appointed. Now another scheme had been formed involving the 
introduction of un element of a different and novel character into’ the 
municipality, namely, the election of representatives to a certain extent by the 
rute-payers in lieu of the nominees of Government. Ile stated that the fact, 
of the assignment of certain duties by the Government to a corporate body 
did not of iteolf relieve the Government of the responsibility of requiring that 
such duties should be properly porformed, and it was only in that spinit and 
in that sense that the Government desired to have a proper control, and in ordar 
that it might not resile from the performance of duties in which the public 
at lange were interested. He bolioved thatif the question under consideration 
wore locked at ina frenk and calm manner—in the manner in which it should 
be approached—it would be found absolutely necessary in a town like this, com- 
d as it was, to havo some control vested in tho Government; but whether 
Brat contzol should be given in an apparently orbitracy form or should be 
Timited, was a question which might well bo considered by the Select 
Committee. 


The hon’ble member seemed to admit that the Government had en’ 
inherent power of supervising and controlling the affairs of the municipa. 
lity, If that were 80, he did not see what possible objection could be 
made to expressing and affirming in precise terme tho inheront powers 
which wero supposed to exist. He was obout to be nominated a mem- 
er of the Select Committee, and he should certainly ondeevor, in conjune- 
tion with the gontlemen who would be associated with him, to do his’ best 
‘to assist in modifying the sections objected to. Of courso it was not necessary 
that he should anticipate all the arguments that mizht be brought forward. But 
it had been said that the point to bo reuciied, the object to bo uitained by 
‘these two sections, could be effected by means of a writ of mandamus, Ho 

that thoee who reflectod upon thie subject would find that a mandamus 

ims thiscountry might be a vory protracted and expensive proceoding. A manda- 
musin Englend was a much shorter remedy. Hore the proceeding by manda- 
zrue-ommenced with a plaintto which a written statement by way of defence, 
Bight: be pat in, end thereugcn ismes would have to bo risa, und the 
Be acted ty a bingle judge, bom whose decision an appeal ley to. a Division 
Benth; from which, if the matter were of a certain valueor certain importance, 
oo ‘wouldlie to the Privy Council, He thorefore thought that those who 
‘the remedy by mandamus would do woll to consider whether 
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the cireamstences of the two countrics wore similar, and whether there was 
any anglogy between them. 


The object that would be secured by a mandamus would be that the judg- 
went of an independent mind would be brought to bear upon disputed : facts 
between particular scetions of the Corporation. Tt might be axid thatthe dec 
sion of the Government would not be that of an independent mind. He thought, 
however, that the sections might bo framed co as to estublich some mode of 
onguiry ‘which would aocure soxne deyrreo of independence of action, His prin- 
cipal object in addressing the Counct! was to show that the clauses objected to 
might clearly be xplit up into two classes,—one comprised cases in which it wax 
obligatory to pay a sum certain, such as the money fixed for the police budget, 
aud whether those cluuses existed or not it would make no difference in the 
imgnner ip, which the mvuvicipality would be managed with roferance tg the 
obligation to pay a cortain eum of money. He believed that evory hon'ble body. 
of gentlomen on agrooing to pay a ceriain eum of money for a particular pur- 
pose, would proeced toraise thatsuin. ‘The other of coume was a more dificult 

oon. Questions of opiniga wert. tiyays more Gidieul, and tan of avery 
lescription were naturally impatient of linving their opinions controverted’; 
and when they had dono their best. to form a good opinion on any subject, it 
was very painful und galling to them to huye that opinion controverted in what 
might be considered un unfair minner. If, then, there was some modification, 
of these sections which might remove from the minds of those who took office 
under the new system, the possibility of tho opinions arrived at by the body of 
the Municipal Commissioners being controverted in au arbitrary manner, he 
thought all persona would be satustied to give the Governtaent some power of eon- 
trol in liew of the protracted, dilatory, and expensive procedure by maudamus. 
‘The Local Governmont should have some means of remedying evils whieh might 
arige, and hie thought that it would Lo ulmost hopeless fo expect. the Govern- 
ment to give up or snrrendor their powers of control, which, ho submitted, was 
oue of the primary duties east upon the Government of the country, 























His Tosox 1m Parsipenr said,—« Before putting the motion, I have ona 
or two remarks to make. But after what has fallen from the hon’ble mover of 
the Bill, us well as from the hou’ble members on tho right (Mr. Bell and the 
Advocate-General), J need say very little except to express my eutire concur- 
rence with the remarks which have fallen from the hon'ble members mentioned. 
It is porfoctly truo, as bus been stated by all those three hon'ble members, that 
L nover proniised to give the Culeutta community an elective aystem without 
Goverament control, and on the Yith November last, I promised an elective 
system, on condition of @ cortain limited Government control. ‘The words 
which fell from mo are on record. ‘They were onea quoted by me, and they 
have been quoted aguin to-day, and I need not repeat them. . 


The hon’ble member on the left (Buboo Kristodas Pel) probably did not 
intend to imply that he, and those who thought with him, had had no oppor- 
tunity of fully stating their viows in rospect to Government control in thie 
Council. But still it might possibly be so undorstood, from some of hia romarks, 
that he and thous who, thoaghs with, him, bad not’ had that fall opportuaity. 
I need’ only remind the Council thet on the 25th of January the Select 
Committe male somewhat elaborate repar, to, which was appended an 
equally, elaborate disent, by the howble member, and another hon'ble member 
who held the sane opinions with him. ‘That dissent was fully laid before 
the Council, and amongst other things it specially referred to the subject 
of Goverment contrcl. Well, four days afterwards, on the 26th January, 
the whole eubject of tho Bill, including the details of the proposed elective 
system, and ospecially the Government control, was amonget many other things 
grestly debated in this Council; and on referring to the record of the debates 
fn that occasion, 1 find at least two avecches By the hon’ble member on thie 
very subject—one speech in particular on the manner in which order were to. 
be conveyed from the Government to the Municipality ; and second speech om 
the manuer in which funds were to bo compulsorify raised in the oarrying 
out of those erders. So L think the whole il were witnemsen to, the 
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fact’ that full opportunity was afforded in this Couueil for a full hearing 
by tho Council of tho views of any hen'blo momber who dissented 
from tho principle of Govornmont control. Again tho eubjoct of the Bill 
wun brah op for. deheta on the Toth February, and I presame there 
was nothing to prevent any bon’ble member’ to mako any general 
observations on the subject of tho elective aystom avd the Government 
control, if he thought fit, And might ad¢ ‘that when the proposals of 
the 27th November were referred to the Sdect Committee, it was done 
by a vote of tho whole Council, and I think there was nothing to pre- 
ent any member from making zeneral observations on that subject on that 
occasion if ho choso, But bo that as it may, I hope wo chall bo permitted 
, to understand thet in the somewhat olaboraté speech whieh the hon’ble membor 
delivered to-day, he has stated his views fully to the Council on this-important 
subject, namely the elective system and the subject of Govormnent control. 





There ix one remark I must, perhaps, make 
delivered by the hon’ble member to-duy,’ wh 
principal subjects of future municipal improvement had been already. settled 
and decided in, such a manner thut they eaunot be altered executively by 
the conduct of any corporation that may be appointed. Teamot share his 
opinion on that subject. [think that without Government control it is very 

ivable that these mattors might be vory crably altered. But sap- 
posing he is right—and I hope he is right—and thes ters have boon 
sottlod, then would remark that those are the ve ters to which the 
Government control refers. And if they are settled so that they are not 
likely to be disturbed, then what real objection ean he have to power being 
vested in the Government to provent the chance of their being disturbed. 





n reference to the speech 
‘his that ho states that the 




















Lastly, Tam ansions to mention one particular circumstance which may 
not bo entitely known. From remarks which ure xometimes made within the 
walls of the Council, it may be supposed that these controlling clauses were 
invented for this particular oceasion. Now, would luon'ble members be surprised, 
to hear that they arc taken verbutin from the Acts wich have been passed for 
Madras and Bombay? Tt might possibly be thouht that the cireumistanees of 
Madras differ considerably from those of Calcutta, and that the Madras analogy 
would not apply to Calcutta, But how about Bombay? Now Bombay isut least us 
large ax Culeutta; its population is T believe srenter thin that of Calentia, 
and is at least as public-spirited and as well educated, and at Ieast asx well suited 
for eclf-government. And yct it ix a fact that a recent law has beon passed 
by the local legislature in that Presideney, which allows an elective system 
under Government control quite as strict as, if not stricter than that which is 
proposed in this Bill, and that enactment having recently received the assent 
of the Governor-Geueral, und pussed into law, is now in full working order in 
that Prosidency. 











With these remarks, then, | desire only to add my cordial concurrent 
the motion proposed by the hon’blo mover, to the effect that three parti 
tections of the Bill—Sections 1, 22) and 43—bo agein referrod to the Sclect 
Committee for roport. I havo particular satisfaction in voting for that motion, 
ocauso, after vonsidering the memorials which havo boon presented to us on 
thia subject, and particularly after having ud tho advantago of hearing 
verbally what has been stafed to me by two influential deputations from 
Gfferent sections of the community who heve been good enough to meet 
me, I say that I for one do believe that these three sections do admit 
of considerable improvement, And I suy that,-if the matter shall 
be again considered by the Scloot Committec, such improvements may bo 
effected for the consideration of tho Council. But beyond that, I desire to 
‘express tmy cutire concarrenoo with what has fallen from’the loaned Advocato- 
General, to the effect ghat though it may be possiblo to modify the provisions for 
Government control,“ind in some degree to meot tho wishes of the memorialists 
and: the objeotors, it ia impossible to abandon Government control altogether, 

* if there is to be an eloctive system at all.” 
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Tux How’nue Bao Krisropas Pat observed that the threo memorials 
referred to stated objections to other scctions of the Bill, and onquired 
whethor it would be competent to the Sclect Committee to take thoso sections 
also into consideration. 

Afier some conversation— 

His Hoxor rue Pxeapenr eiatod that the deliberations of the Select Com- 
mitiee would be confiued to the three sections of tho Bill which were specifi 
cally meutioncd in the motion of ruforence. : 


The motion was thon put and agreed to, and the Hon'ble the Advocate- 
General, the Hon'ble Mr. Dampier, and the Hon’ble Mr. Bell were added to 
the Select Committee. 














SETTLEMENT OF RENT DISPUTES. 

Ox the motion of the How'ne Mz. Daweixe, the Hon'blo Mr. Bell} tho 
Hou'ble Buboo Ramslunker Sen, and the Hon'ble ‘Meer Mahomed Ali wero 
wdded to tho Solect Committee on tho Bill to provide for tho eottlement of 
disputes regarding rout, and to prevent agrarian disturbances. 





[ Tv tecconsinued. } 
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Ral DHUNPUT SING BAHADOOR'S DONATION FOR THE STUDY 
OF THE PRACTICAL SCIENCES. 





AL DEPAWTNENT.—EDUCATION 
Calcutta, the 26th February 18 


6H 





Reap agoin— 
The “Rewlation recerded by tho Government of Bengal in the Gen 








Departwont, No, 279, cated Ist. February 1876, re 
Hahudoor's douation for promoting the study of the p 
Read also— 


‘Ths undermentioned papers relating to an offer of Rs. 1,500 por annua by Rai. Dhunput 
Sing Bahadoor for found holarship, 
Lottor from the Commis 






ma, No. ISMB, dated sth Febreary 1876, 
+ In December last, the Commissioner of the Presidency Division eommu- 
nicated to Government the liberal offer of Kai Dhunput Sing Bahadoor to give 
an annual cum ef Rs 1,500 for founding a scholarship in the name of His 
Koyal Highnoss the Prinee of Wales, as a memorial of the visit of His Royal 
Tfivhness to India. 

2. Tt was propoved that a scholarship of the monthly value of Its. 125 
should be held by students for the purpose of prosecuting their studies, and 
should be made tenable for three years at a time; the conditions and subjects 
examination to he settled hereafter, 

8. The donor huis now expressed a wish that the money should be devoted 
to the proposed Institution in Calcutta for tho encouragement of the study of 
the practieal seienees. 

4, ‘The Lientenant-Governor accepts the offer of the Annual subseription 
of Rs. 1,500, and the Commissioner of the Presidency Division will be requested 
to convey to Rai Dhunput Sing Bubadoor the thanks of the Licutenant- 
Governor for his liberality. 























By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


J. A. BOURDILLON, 
Acting Asst, Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 





RAI DHUNPUT SINGH BAHADOOR'S OFFER TO CONSTRUCT A LIGHT 
BRANCH RAILWAY FROM RANAGHAT TO BHUGWANGOLAH, 





DEPAKTMEST, BENGAL —RATLWAY. 


Calcutta, the 28th February 1876. 
RESOLUTION, 





Reav— 
‘A letter from the Commissionce of tho Presidency Division, No. 4P.-G. dated 9b 


Februtry 1876, rogerding proposals for tho construction of light lines of railways 
in hi division, 

‘Tue proposal of a branch railway line, commencing at the Station of 
Ranaghat’ on tho Kastern Bengal Railway opposite Santipore, thenee running 
nerthwards to Kishnaghur, Berhampore, and Moorshedabud, and passing 
Bhugwangolah on the Ganges, hus or a long time beou under consid 
‘At Moorshedabud the line would be connected by a ferry across the Bhagirutheo 
With the Nulhatee Branch, which joins the East Indianline. At Bhugwangolah 
it would touch the Ganges nearly’ opposite to tho confluenco of the Mahanuddy, 
which would bring down traffie from North Beugul. ‘Tho line would be in 
‘ooordancd with tho ordinary current of trafic to and from Calcutta. 

‘The LicutonantGovernpr is now glad to be ublo to say that one of the 
most wealthy bankers and traders of the Moorshedabud district, » yeutleman 
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who has distinguished himself by his enterprise on other occasions, and by his 
iberality during the Into fomine, Rai Dhunput Singh, Bahadoor, has come 
forward with an offer to construct this railway at his own expense. Without 
deciding at this moment whother the offer could bo accepted, tho Liontenant- 
Governor considers that the fact of such an offer being made is highly eredit- 
able to the Rai Buhadocr, and woriliy of the high position which he deservedly 
holds, It is very desirable that native capitalists should be enicouraged to 
come forward, whether singly or in unison, to aid in the construction of 
light branch railways in Bengal. 

‘The Commissioner is requested to convey to Rai Dhunput Singh, Bshndoor, 
an expression of the Licutenant-Governor’s approbation of the publicapirited 
conduct above described, and to submit, im communication with Captain 
Rathborne, who is now on special duty ‘in connection with tho extension of 
State Branch Railways, a detailed achome for giving offvct to the arrange 
ments contemplated. 











By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
J.B, T. NICOLLS, Colonel, R. E., 
Seey. to the Govt. of Bengal, 
in the B.W. Dept. 
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Rainfall, Weathor, and State and Prospects of the Crops. 


Statement showing Rainfall, Weather, and State and Propecte of the Crops in the different Districts 
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The 20th February 1876. Ufiy. Irs Secs to the Gort. of Bengal. 
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Meteorological ‘elugrupiie Keport for the pend 20th to 26th Feb. 1876. 
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Meteorological Kenorier to the ave. of Indi, 
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Abstract of the Results of the Hourly Meteorological Observations taken at the 
Surveyor Genoral’s Office, Calcutta, in the month of January 1876, 





Larrronn 22° 89 1" North. Longitude 88° 20" 34” East. Height of the cistern of tho standard 
arometer above the sea level, 18-1 feet. 
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, IRRIGATION BRANCH, BENGAL. 
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A G. A. Baanwe, Col, 2.05 
Aust sBecretary (0 tie Gevernment of Bengal, 
in the P. V7, Dept Terigation Branch, 


The 25th Pebruary 1876, 
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Weekly Resumn of ‘Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways, 





EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 
Anprozimate Heturn of Traffe fur eck cided the 138k February 1870, om 158% miler open, 
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Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor 


of Bengal for the purpose of making 
‘Laws and Reguletions. 


Saturday, the 20th Februady 1876 —(Continued.) 


@resent: 


Tis Honor 1x Ligurenant-Governon or Benoa, presiding. 

‘Tho Howble G. C. Pan, Acting Advcewte- General, 

‘The Hon'ble H. L. Damiter, 

‘Tho Hon'ble Sux Sruarr Hoag, xx., 

‘The Hon'ble H, J. Revxoups, 

‘The Hon’blo H. Buss, 

The Hon'ble Banoo Jvaaanaxuxp Mooxenser, Rat Baranoor, 

‘The Howble Banoo Ramenuxken Sex, x1 Banapoon, 

Tho Hon'ble T. W. Brooxes, 

‘The Hon'ble Banoo Kuistopis Pa, 

‘The Hon’ble Nawan Srup Asnage Aut Drurr Jona, c.2.t, 
and 

‘Tho Hon'ble Movivie Bren Matronxp Aut. 


MOFUSSIL MUNICIPALITIES, 


Om:the motion of the Hon'sus Mz. auriex tho Council proceeded to the 
further consideration of the Bill to amend and consolidate’ the law relating 


to municipalities, 
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Section 6, as amended at the last meeting of the Couneil, provided that 
in existing municipalities the rate on houses and Iands, and tho tax on persons, 
should le continued to be levied at tho present rates “until the Commissioners 
ala mecting, with the sanution of the Lieutonant-Gorernor, shall otherwise 
direct.” . 
On the motion of the How'nte Mi 
the second clause of the section, w' 
Ws taxes, ¢ € 
‘The Hox'sur Me. Dawerer moved the substitution of the following sections 
i and 12 of the Bill: they wero intended to mect the objection 
it to tho use of the torm tract 
of country,” for which it wae now propoted to mubetituto tho wordy town or 
village” : 
“10. Chapters I, IZ, and V of this Act shall not be oxtonded to any town or village 
a providdad in sovtion 7," unloss the Magistrata aball have oortified to. the Lieutenant 
Governor that thres-fvurths of the adult nile population of such town or villugo are ehiofly 
employed in parsnits other than agrioultural, and that euch towa or village contains a number 
of inhabitants not being less than threo thowd, and an average numbor of not Joss than one 
‘thousand ants 0 tho square mile of the! eros of such town or vill 
11. No town or. villago shall Ye declarel uudor soctib 8.0 bo a fast clnss munitic 
ality vunles tho Afagistrato shall havo certified to tho Livutonant-Governor that sush ten 
or village coutaing at least fifteen thousand inhabitants, and an average numuber of not less 
than (wo thousand inbabitants to the aquaro mile of the area of much town or villagy.” 









Daseies similar words were added to 
ich provided for the lovy of othor exist- 




























‘Tho Hos'nte Banoo Krtstopas Pat observed that there was no definition 
of tho word “town” as applied to these soetions; the definition of “town” 
contained in the Hill was with reference. to pluces which were now under 
the Chowkidari Act. If the word were not defined, it might be taken to mean 

















any collection of villages to which the name of “town”? might bo given. The 
District ‘Towns Act contemplated townships of that description; though one 





was taken as a starting point many agricultural villages 
point and the extern pent of the muricipalty might 
lagges might lie at the tivo ends 





porioalar il 
ying. between thestar 
Le incladed. For insienee, two good sized 
of a municipality, aud the intermediate villages might bo entirely agricultural 
and not fit rposes. But to nese two villaes together into 
a municipal: illages misht be included. His object in moving that, 
three-fourths of the inhabitants should be non-ugyicultural, was to indicate 
that no place should be bronght under the Municipal Act which was not, really 
a town, and not a collection of villages, to which the name of a town might be 
given. 

‘Tho Moy'err Me, Damprer explained that, in accordance with the deter- 
mination come to at the last meeting, the words “town or village” were now 
used instead of “iruct of country,” in order that fields might not be included: 
what was meant wis atownor villoge in the ordinary acceptution of the term. 

The Flown: Me. Bers soil, supposing thore were two contiguous towns, 
cach containing :,400 ihhabitants. If they were contiguous towns, would they 
come within the definition? Take, fur instance, the towns of Kanchrapara and 
Maleshur: they were close together aud might form one municipality, if they 
contained the: quisite number, and average of population. 

‘The Mov sue: Me. Dawvree obsorved that they were discussing the forma- 
tion of a nucleas, the thing which must contain ut least 3,000 inhabitants and. 
fan average of 1,000 to the square milo. Apart from these sections, there 
was another section which provided that you should ot unite with that nucleus 
any placb lying beyond one mile of the exterior boundary of -the nucloas. 
Lande Tying betwen the nuclous and the united places wero'ndt to be wubject 
to taxation, though they would be within the municipality so far as the bonofits 
to be derived! from it went. . 

‘Tho Hov'ntr Sm Sruant Hooc said the nucleus of a municipslity should be 
‘a single town, like Bankipore or Paina, Ho was opposed to what ho undor- 
stood to be tho propoes), of the hon'ble momber in chargo of the Bil—viz. 
that severdl towne or Villages might be lumped together, and the average of 
population caleuluted upon the said towns and villages, 
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‘Hts Hovor rie Prestpent observed that he thought a town, if not other- 
iso dofined, would bs takon in tho ordinary acceptation of the term, which was 
a congories or collection of houscs, without uuy intervening open space, havinge 
so wany inhabitants, 

After some further conversation, the proposed now sections were agreed to. 

In sections 7, 8, 9, 13, and 14 the words “ towa or village” were substituted 
for “tract of country.” : 

‘The Hoy'nue Mr. Dawrtex said that sections 58 and 59 had been amended 
at the last meeting, on the motion of the hen’blo member opposite (Baboo 
Kristodas Pal), But the scotions us they stood were not quite evimplete, and he 
had thorefore ro-drafted them, oubodying the principle agreed to at the last 
meeting, which was that under no circumstances sould a Comaissionar be 
allowod to take a contract from the municipality, ‘The sections which he 
proposed to substitute for sections 3% and 59 were as follows + : 

“68, No Commissionor or Mombor of a Ward Committoe shall be interested, dizvetly or 
indirectly, in any contrast mado with the Commissioners, awl if any Comaisavonor shall boo 
iutaroated, ho shall therchy booome inapuble af continuing in olf. os a Commissioner, and 
thall on coavintion before a Magistrate livhe to fia tot exooading Avo hnadned eupecs. 

Provided that no person rhall, Wy rm of boing © sharvholder in, or a member of, any: 
{neorparatd or Togistated company, ho deorsed interested in uny contract eutercd into bud weest 
tell Gompeny aan tn Cbnanlacouect if 

But io such shareflolder or membor shall bet ena Commissioner or Membor of a Ward 
Commit water rating to ony conte eater ints Lween sc Cnty sl 

£9. No Commissioner or momier of a Ward Committes shall rots on 1 
which roguns exclusively the aswesineut of himself, or the viduation of lis pro 
liability fo any tax.”” 

‘The sections wore agreed to. 

Section 61 provided that tho Commissioners should set apart a certain sum, 
amongst other purposes, for thy payment of ‘lir own establishment and. the 
oxponses of thetr offiee. Tho Hosx‘urk Me. Dar moved the nddition to this 
claise of the following words, which were rendered necessary by the introdu 
tion of the section requiring municipalities to contribute towards the cost of the 

ry establishment in the offices of the Magistrate and Commissiosier of the 
division:— —. 
And for tho paymont of the municipal establishments entertained. in the offiees of the 
Magistrate and of fie Gommissinier of tho division under section T3A." 

‘The motion was agreed ‘to. 

Section 62 specified the purposos to which tho manicipal fund might be 
applted, and provided that no expenditure shoul be ineurred for schools, how 
pitals or dispensaries, or the promotion of vaccination, without the sanetion of 
‘Sq majority ” of the Commissioners at a meetin 
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"Tho How’sie Banoo Kiusropas Par moved the insortion of the words 


“not intended for the propagation of any religion” after the word © schools” 
in lino 2 of chuse 4. Ie suid the object of his amendment was to confine 
de olueation grant 40 theaupport of such echoolsas would be nieintained by the 
rate-payors themselves. Lt was well known to this Council that the nunieipal 
taxes wore contributed by Hindus and Mahomedins. Now there were philan- 
thrapie gontlemen who kept scvols, aad whose object was the propagition of 
Christianity ; and while we ought to bo grateful for their edueational labours, 
liv thought the “rate-payors ought not to bo nde to pay for ‘the support of 
schools whose primary object was the subversion of their own religion, One 
‘or two cages hed lately occurred in tie Suburlen Municipality to which he 
would call the attention of the Council. A wmmber uf Hindu gentlewon had 
founded an English school in Bhowanipore far the benefit of the youths of 
thet place, and a grant-in-aid was given by the local municipality’ for the 
support of tho institution. But owing to certain influences at work that grant 
‘wat stopped, becauso the school was in competition with # Christian institution 
in the neighbourhood. This had boca mentioucdl te lim as an illustration of the 
way in Which missiouery influence worked inthe appropriation of the municipal 

to'the dotrimont of tho ingigonoesinstitntine of the comtey. Tt wax 
not his -object to discuss the educational policy of the State; but as the 
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object of s municipal fund was to promote local purposes, and to assist local 
undertaking ho submitted that it could not be consistent with justice or sound 
policy to divert any. portion of the municipal funds of mofussil towns to the 
support, of institutions for the propagation of tho Christian teligion, and 
indiroctly for the eubversion of the religious of those who contributed the 
nioney. : 

‘The Hon’nur Mx. Danrigr said ho did not think the words proposed 
should appear in the Bill. No municipal body ncod contribute their fands to 
any denominational scliool. 

‘Phe Hoy'uue Banoo Juacananix Mooxensee said he had personal know- 
ledge of the fact, referred to by the hon’ble mover of the ‘amendment, The 
Suburban Municipal Commissioners had assiened a Jargo portion of their fund 
for the maintenanco of schools within the munioipality, and asked the District 
School Committe to distribute the money to the different schools, according to 
‘the requirements of onch institution, Tt appeared that a large portion of the 
money go assigned was made over for the support and maintenance of girls’ 
schools within the municipality. 

‘The Hon'mie Sm Srvser Moco observed that tho objoction seemed 
reasonable, and unless the hon’ble mover of the Lill would suggest some other 
words in licu of the words proposed, ie would support the smendment. 














‘The Hox'ntr Ma. Bet said he thought it was not riglit to limit tho disero- 
tion of the Commissioners. For himself, he was totally opposed to contributions 
being made for the maintenance of schools of any class. [e thoaght that no 
mofussil municipality had sufficient funds to provide proper conservancy arrange- 
ments, and it was most unreasonable to call upon or allow Municipal Commis. 
sioners to voto municipal funds away for educational purposes which ought 
primarily to bo devoted to conservaney arrangements. If it was considored 
nocossary te devote funds locally raised to the support of schools, bo thought 
there ought to be a separate educational cess; but if funds wore to be given to 
schools at all, he thought that the Commissionors should have full power to 
make grants to any schools they pleased. 

Tho Hox'nce Mu. Darien would ask tho Council to bear in mind the 
history of tho question. Sir George Campbell's Bill had mado it compulsory on 
municipalities to contribute funds towards the furtherance of primary egucation, 
and that was one of the grounds on whieh the Governop-Genoral withheld his 
assent; but the principle of empowering municipalities to contribute towards 
education, if they chose to do so, met with approval. 

‘The How’ats, Bazoo Krisropas Pat wished to point out, in reply {o the 
observation made by the hon'ble mover of the Bill, that the Municipal Commis. 
sioniers had no power to distribute thecducational grant, ‘Tho distribution was 
made by the District School Committeo, and it was the District School Com. 
muitiee who had appropriated the grant in the way he had mentioned, But 
whether the distribution were made by the School Commitice, or the Commis. 
sioners, it came to the same thing. If tho Magistrate was to bo the guiding 
spirit of the municipality for mlany years to come, as was held by the hon’ble 
mover of tho Bill, it entirely depended upon his sympathies whethor the grant 
should be given to this or that institution. Ie had been told that the case to 
which he had referred had given riso to considerable discontent emong the 
rate-payers of the Suburban Municipality. If such flagrant eagps could arise in 
the vielnity of Caleutta, there was nothing to prevent similar’ proceedings in 
other plecds, and in order to guard against such casos, he thought limitation 
Mould bo prescrtbed an ta (hb chawaetar of tue schools’ to. the susitioaasie’ al 
which municipal funds might be applied. : 

Tho Howate tar Apvocate-Ginreat. pointell out that native boys were 
admitted to theso schools, and thereforo the discretion of the Commissioners 
should not ba limited as to the class of schools for the support of which thoy 
might devote municipal funds. He know a number of persons who kad been 
educated in Roman Catholic achools who had not changed their religion. 


‘His Hono Tm Pusarpenr said thoro was no doubt that tho hon’ble mover 
of the Bill was quite correct in reference to what. the Governor-Genstal ‘had 











SUPPLEMENT 10 THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MAROH 8, 1876. 291 











stated i roferenco to voluntary contributions by municipalities for the support 
of education. His Excellency said :— 

«Te might lio, ia His Excrlloncy’e opinion, be desirable to amond the present law s0 
‘to onable municipalities under Acte TIT of 1864 and VI of 1808 voluntarily” to contrivuto 
in aid of education within their dis . 

Eis Hoxor thought ‘thore would be great objection to the amendment 1s 
proposed by tho hon’blo member, It was impossible to go into the question 
whether certain schools were intended to propagate religion ; it was impossible 
to say whother they were or were not go intended, 

"The Connell thon divided >= 













Ayer 6. Noes 6. 
Tho Hon’blo Newab Ashgur Ali. * ‘The Hon'bls Moulvie Mace Mahomed Ali, 
» Baboo Kriniedas P » Mr Brookes, 
2 Baboe Ramshunker Sen. » Mr Bell 
% Baloo Fuggidanund Mockerjos. Mz. Dampier 
Mz. Reynolds, the Advocate-Goneral 
> Bir Stuart Hogg, His Menor tho President. 


The numbers being equal, the President save his vaiting voto with the 
Noes 

So the motionswas nogatived. 

‘The Hoy’are Banoo Ramsnuncer Sen said that in addition ta the works 
enumerated in clause (1) of seetion 62, he thought provision should be made for 
the construction and maintenance of jetties, wells, privies, latrines, and urinals 
Te knew from exporienco that these works were much needed in mofussil 
municipalities, and he hud therefore preparcd ai amendment for the purpose. 

‘Tho Hox'ne Me. Danorer accepted the proposed amendment, but con- 
sidered that tho wording would be improved ifthe following. arrangement 
wero substituted in lines 6 and 16—" roads, bridges, embankments, wharves, 
jotties, tanks, walls, hits, channels, drains, privies, latrines, and urinals, 
being tho property of the Commissioners,” and a similar arrangement of words 
would be necessury in section 88. 

The Hox'ne Mut, Danriee’s amendment was agreed to. 

Tho Hoy’six Banoo Ranstiuxker Sex moved tho inclusion of “ squares 
and gardens” amongst the works which the Commissioners might construct or 
maintain. Ho thought it might in the course of time be very necessary to 
have gardens and squares in certain erowded towns such as Dacea or Paina. 

Tho Hos'mz Banoo Kutsropas Pat objected to the amendment, bocauso, 
as pointed out Ly to hon’blo momber opposite (Mr. Bell), the’ fands of 
most mofussil municipalities were very limited; and, moreover, he did not 
Consider that gardens and squares would be legitimate objects of municipal 
expenditure in mofussi] towns which were not +0 densely populated as Calcutta. 
He thought the list of objecis on which municipal funds might bo expended 
was sufficiently comprehensive, andin most municipalities oren those objects 
could not be suliciently provided for. Ho thought it was not wise, therefore, 
to give this power to the Municipal Commissioners. 

Tho Hoy'sx Me, Buut, said he was also opposed to the amendment. 
He thought the Commissiomors bud sufficiont work on their hands without 
having anything to do with squares or gardens. 

‘The Hox’stn tho Anvocave-Guxenar, observed that under the Bill the 
Commiationers were bound to do cortain things, and if they had no money 
left after providing for tliose necossary objects, they could not expend any 
ioney upon tem. Bui as the hou'ble’ mover of the amendment considered 
that tn the courte of timo it would bo uccessary to construct squares and 

the Apyocar: Guxtnar. did not soo any objection to the insertion of 
or 

"Tho motion was then agreed to. 

“The How's:n Banoo Rawentwxer Sex moved tho’ introduction of tho 


“ng clause after elauso (3) of sqction 62; such buildings oxisted in somo 
See cree ol tho necesity for tuom might arse fu other places: 

















(Be), —Tho erection and. maintenance of offices, police stations, and other buildings 
‘under the control of the Commissioners.” 
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‘The Hoy’ri® Banoo Kxistopas Pat objected to the motion on the same 
ground that he had urged in opposition to the previous amendment. 

Tho Hox'rix Bauoo Jvccapanoxn Mooxersee said he thought the amond- 
mont was unnecessary, inasmuch as nll the exponditure for the maintenance 
and construction of police stations, &e., must Le included in tho regular 
budget, and thercforo separate provision was not wanted. Ho thought, 
however, that the construction or maintenance of all theso works, if seeparetoly 
asked for, should be sanctioned by the Commissioucrs at a meeting. 

‘The Hox'mr the Apvocare-Grvrttat observed that if the view thet 
expenditure on these works was impliedly given was correct, then there 
could hv no objection to their being specifically” provided for. 

‘The motion was then agreed to. 

On thé motion of the Hox Banoo Krrstonas Pa the words “at a 
mecting ” were insertod alter the word “ Commissioners” in life 4 of section 62. 

‘The Hox’ Bauoo Kuusropas Pai, then moved the substitution of the 
words “two-thirds” fur “a majority” in line 43 of the same section. As 
the funds of the Municipal Commissioners wero very limited, expenditure on 
Aeon ok mBkoola licenerla “ue Uipriinsiew ahold jah bo incetye ok the 
rote of a baro majority of the Commission ‘ 

‘The Hox'nut the Apvoeare-G dered that as” the purposes hore 
specifiod were all useful purposes, the diseretion of the Commissioners should 
not he clogged in the way proposed. 

‘The motion was then negatived. 

‘The Hox'iun Banoo Krtsvopas Pat, moved the, insertion of the fullow- 
ing section after section 62— 

“G2a.—Tt,sholl be the euty of, tho Canmissionors of a sceoncl elise municipality to 
apply the munkeipal fal to the maiatenane> nf the pollen, the estrartion and maintenance 
‘of roads road drains, and the carrying out of swasures for tho eouscrvation of the health of 
‘tho inhabitants gonerally, and not to any other purpose.” 

Ho suid his object in moving this amendment was that, as second class 
municipalities were very poor, and hal not funds sufficient to provide for 
timate wants and requirements, the power of applying their fands to 
the voluntary objects indiewted in the Bill ought not to be given to the 
sioners of second class municipalities. He held a paper in his hand, 
from which it appeared that the averaze income of second class. municipalitics 
after deducting the contribution on arcount of police, was Its, 250, aad out of 
that the Commissioners had to provide fur establishmonts, roads, conservancy, 
lighting, and cthor charges; and if thero wero any ‘surplus, they might 
apply it to. these voluntary ‘objects. It*was quite clear that socond class 
municipalities had not the moand of carrying out those objects. In theso towns 
the existing Aet did not pormit such expenditure. Me found that in 1873-74 tho 
total number of second class towns under Act VL of 1868 wax 92. ‘The total 
income of these 92 second cluss municipalities was Rs. 4,90,000, The police 
contributions amounted to Rs, 2,07,000, and the balance ‘was Tes. 2,82,000. 
‘The avcraze income left was about 2s. 3,000 per annum, or Ts. 250 per month, 
He would put the instance of the nearest of these second class municipalities to 
Calcutta, und he thought it might be considered a typical municipality, and 
2 fairly pronperous place ; ho alludod to tho South Suburban Municipality,’ Ho 
found that the total incom of thut municipality was Re. 92,000, and tha police 
contribution was Rs. 15,000, leaving 1 balavee of Re. 7,000, out of which 
Rs. 4,000 could nyt he collected at all, or, in other words, ‘wore bad debts. 
‘Phe not balinee thorefore was Rs. 4,000.’ When. so limited was the income of 
this class of municipalities, he put it to the Couneil whether they should be 
saddled with these voluntary charges, oven if two-thirds of the Commissioners 
should vote for them, seeing that the Commissioners could not bedookad upon in 
the proper senso of the term as ropresentatives of the people; the Couneil 
ought therefore totals ino cansideestion due pooaliar positon nad chacector af 
theso inanicipelitios, and limit thoir expcndituro to objects of necossity only, 

‘The Hos’ue Mx. Beut wid he thought there was great danger of tha 
Commissiouers of sual municipalitics ixittoring away their money on all 
sorts of potty bjecte. In tho majority of cans thers wero nob aufolent 
funds to devote to purposes of conservancy. But the amondment as pat Was 
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yory wide, and therefore ho could not support it, Of all popular purposes 
for tho expenditure of municipal funds, there was perhaps none so popular as 
digging tanks, or providing other means of watcr supply. Another populur 
object was the promotion of vaccination. On both these objects the Commis. 
sioners of second class municipalities would, hy this amendment as it stood, 
be deprived of tha power of expending funis. He should be happy to supyiort an 
amendment which restricted tho expenditure of” mmieipal tunds to. stiictly 
necessary objects, but several necessary objects would be excluded if the amond. 
ment were carried. Ife would suggest that the howble member should re-consider 
his amendment aud bring it forward at another meeting. 
thought it would b» better to put the amendment 
as it was proposed, with permission to any hou'blo member te bring forward 
another amendment at a subsequent meting, . 

‘The motion was then put and negutived. 

Section 63 enabled a municipality to contribute funds to other mun 
for works calculated to benefit tho inhabitants of the eoutributing municipality. 

‘The Hox'me Basoo Kursrovas Pa said hie stronely objected to this 
section on financial grounds, Mo submitted that il this principle were coueeded— 
ifa municipality were permitted to contribute its finds to other municipalitigs— 
‘there would be no limit to taxation. For th ‘Lnot be any two places, 
sanitary arrangements of which were not enleulated to benelit one anctl 
2f this peineplo wero admittal, tha swunicipal taxation must bo greatly 
enhanced. Le would move the otaission of the section, 
3 that he considered this sect 
Jed for those easos in which one sawni- 

ajurticular work. ‘Tho obj 

ities to elub together to 













































‘The Hox'mr ame Apvooxre-Gexewau 
tobe a very salutary provision, a it provi 
ipality might not alone be able to undertake 
thy suction was to enable twe or three ici 
a conmnion object. 

‘The motion was pnt and negatived, and the section was agreed to. 

Sections G4 to 67 were azrved to, : 

Section 68 provided tor the revision of estimties of expenditirn. 

‘The How'ete Banoo Kristopas Par moved the addition of the following 
proviso:— 

© Provided thet the provisions of acctiona G7 and Schall not be hol apy 
ffir. elas ‘miunicity, tnd that tho enters of thy Coamuissionots of scl mu 
Feapoct of extinaatoo and resipts of expenditure shall be inal” 

He said that at present first cless municipalities were not required to 
sabmit their budget estimates to the Livatenant-Govemor for sanction, 

The Hox'nie Mu, Daspiex explained that this section, and tho preceding 
one, were introduced in order to strike out the general Section at the end of 
the Bill, giving tho Commissioner of the division wil the Livatenant-Goyernor 
4 gouertl supervising wuthority in all mat 

‘The motion was nogatived and the scetion was agreed to. 

‘The Hos'nte Mr. Dasrier moved the introduction of the fullowing words 
at tho end of section 70:— 

“Tf any work i cstimatod to ene shore thror tloniuul rupres, tho Lie 
Governor may require the plans and estimates of such work to bo submittol for 
or for tho approval of auy offiexr of Governmont, bufore swh work 
may Toquire rtatoments of the progress und completion of sweh work, with accounts ¢f thy 
expenditure on the same, to be sulduittod from timo to timac, in ssh fort ns he may preseatbe, 
for bis approval, or far tho gpproval of such offiear of (iocermment.” 


This addition was necessary, in order to givo tho bouefit uf the advice of 
ho Public Works Departmont 






















ieable to, 
ipality in 













































the Government Enginoors to niunicipulities 
had asked for the introduction of a special provision on the subject. 

‘Pho motion was agreed to. 

‘On the motion of the Hoy’ste Banoo Rawsuusker Sew a verbal ameud- 
ment was made in section 73. . : 

‘Soction 74 provided for the custody of municipal fads. 








‘The Hox'nre Banoo Raustowker Sen moved the omission of the words 
‘cwith the-sanction of the Commissioner of tho divisou” and the insertion of 
the words “ used as a Government treasury” after the words “branch bank.” 
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Iie objet was that no any citer pablo or grate, shoal Be ued an 
a municipal tronsury, unless it was also used by Governmont for deposits of 
public money. ‘Shore wore in Fureedpore, ‘Tipperah, and other places banks 
yn tho limited ability prineiplo, in whieh natives werd holding sharos. 'Theso 
might be very good institutions in thicir own way, bat he thought that municipal 
fads: should fot be lodged in euch banks, aaless they wore also. used ‘os 
Governmout treasutics,* : 

‘The Hox'nte Basoo Jocaapancxn Mooxerser agreed that such a provision 
sion ony necemery, 

"The motion was then agreed to. 

Scetion 75 declared the mbde in which orders for the payment of money 
should be draw: 

The Hov'nmr Banoo Krrstonas Pat moved the insertion of the words 
“Provided that such disbursement has been sanctioned by the Commissioners 
at a meeting.” ‘The object of tho amendment was to guard against tho 
expenditure of money by the Chairman or Vice-Chairman, which was not 
seactioned in tho budget, without the eauetion of tho Ooumassiouces ab a 
meeting. 

+ The How're Mr. Dawrter moved by way of amendment the substitution 
for the above words, of the following— 

"Ro guh onder hal Yo inne thercan thes foe the Yayiont of taomey of whi ths 

ihatlos Doecottopsd hy tap Ocauseaioneae eu fosng, oe rosso i ewe, 
fither by e goncral ot epecal rcolution, 

The Hox'stz Basoo Knistoms Pat having withdrawn his motion, the 
How’piz Me. Damrier’s amondment was carriod. 

‘The further consideration of the Bill was then postponed. 

‘Tho Council was adjourned to Thursday, the 2nd Marclt 1876. 
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ROAD-OESS VALUATIONS DURING 1874-76. 





REVENUE DEPARTHENT—LOCAL VALATION, 
Coleutta, the 6th Marek 1820 
Beap— 
‘Toe Ketolution of this Government in the Land Kr 
‘August 1874, reviewing the progress of the rade 
the read. coes year 1872-73, 
‘A lottar from the Scoretary to the Board of Revenue, No. 2204., dated the 19th April 
1875, reporting the completion of the valuations in the districts of Tipperah. aud 
Masthoom, . 
‘A letter from the Seoretary to the Board of Kerenue, No, 72A., dated the 11th 
February 1876, reporting on the farther progres cf Uhe vperatioas. 

Ur, to the end of the road-cess year 1572-73 (é¢., the 30th September 
1873), the valuations had been completed in sixteen districts of the Lower 
Provinces, which arc enumerated in the Resolution of the 8rd Angust 1874, 
In the following year the districts of Tipperaly wud Manbleom were similarly 
completed. In the year 1874-75, the districts of Bankoora, Beerbhoom, 
Mymensingh, and Maldah were completed, aswell us the sub-division of 
Madaripore, wiiich is now a part of the Furcedpare district, but whieh belonged 
to tho district of Backergange when the valuations in Fureedpore were 
originally taken in hand. 

2 During the year 1874-75, cighteon sditional districts wore brought 
under the operation of the Act, in one of which [Maldah) the valations were 
actually completed during the year, and in three others —Chumparin, Julpigoree, 

they have since cen brought to completion, and the collection 
Shas begua, It: is, however, to be remarked that the figured 
c four districis have not yet been submitted. There 
n fourteen districts in which the valuations are now in 
anticipated that, with one exception, these distriets will all be 
jlow of the collection of the cess from Ist October next. 
The only exception is the district of Chitts h the number of 
estates is so it is not thought probable that the valuations will be 
finished carlies than the 30th September 1877 
3. There are now only the five districts nnted in the margin to which the 
Dart Rond-vess Act X(J8C.) of 1871 has not yet been 
Bae Be extended. ‘The cirewnstances of some of these 
Rental Ferguumate, Gistricts are such us to make the provisions of the 
Singha, Act inapplicatile to them; to other districts it is 
probable that the Act will be extended hereafier. 

4. Mie figures viven in statement A aypenvied to the letters of the Board 
mie useful and interesting infermation rding the 
of the land revenue in the several districis referred to in 
the statements, wultiplication of tenures has been 
carried, and the total amounts realized ay rent in cach of the disitiets, ‘The 

ressure of the Jand revenue is lightest in Manbhoom, in which G6 estates, 

valued at Rs, 11,80,795, pay a sadder jumma of only Rs. $8,200. In other 
words, the rental is to the revenue in Manbhoom as 13°3 tol. “In Beorbhoom, 
on the other hand, the namber of estates valued was 882, of whieh the 
valuation amounted to Rs. 1614177, while the Government revenue is 
Ps. 787,000, or about 45 per cent. ‘of the rental. In Manbhoom the 
86 estates contained 12,172 subordinate tenure Beerbhoom the number: 
of tenures was 22,195; while in Bankoora, in which the number of estates 
js very nearly the same as in Beerbhoom, the number of tenures was 
only 9,114. The total amount of the valuatious was greatest ia Mymensingh, 
fn which the estates were valued at Rs. 51,55,055, and tho tenures af 
Res, $4,483,011, the Government revonuo of the district being Rs. 833,850. 

B.’ It is stated in the 3rd paragraph of the Board’s letter of the 11th 
February 1876, that the statements submitted are in the same form as those 
which agcompanied the report of the operations up to the end of 1873-74. 
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But the Lioutenant-Governor observes that the form of statoment A is not the 
same as was adopted for the returns of the year 1872-78, the heading of 
columns 3, 4, 5, 6 having been altered from “ Number of estates and tonures: 
valued" to “ Number of estates and tenuros entered.” In the last return 
thore is for the first-time a diseropaney, and in general a very considerable 
discrepancy, between the number of estates and tenures shown in statox 
ment A ay haviug been entered, and in statement B as having been valued. 
‘The Licutenant-Governor would wish to receive some explanation of this 
ditferonce. 

6. Ibis satisfaciory to observe that it has not been found necessary to put 
in force, to any considerable extent, the provisions of che law for fining proprie- 
tors who neglect to make the returns requied from them. The largest 
amount of fines levied was ia ‘Lipperah, ia which it amounted to Rs. 1,632. 
In Baukoora, a single fine of one rupeo was imposed and levied. In the largo 
district of Mymeusingh, in which 5,224 Yetarns were received, a sum of only 
Rs. 370 was levied by way of fine. ‘The appeals to Commissioners under 
sections 18 and 19 of the Act were only 12 in number; LL of these were from 
the district of ‘Tipperah, and one from Beerblicom. 

7. Operations under Part IIL of the Act (valuations of mives, &e.,) were 
confined to the district of Manbloom, and in this distriot the’ vulnations 
amounted only to sum of its. 100. 

§. The variations in the returns of house assessment under Part IV, which 
were noticed in the Resolution of the 3rd August 1874, are not less observable 
in the statements subsequently submitted. ‘Tho greatest number of villages 
assessed, and the Is st amount of assessment, was in Manbhoom, in which 
584 villages wore assessed at Rs. 10,818. two districts of Beerbhoom and 
Bankoora haro together a population considerably larger than that of Man- 
Vhoow, but in these two districts, taken together, only 190° villages were 
assessed, and the amount of assessment was Rs. 4,480. Ia the district of 
Pipperah, agin, 497 villages were assc=sed, but the assessment yiclded only 
Rs. 3477, 

9. ‘The Licutenant-Gorernor observes with satisfuetion that, in the present 
report, the Member in charge again brats testimony to the cordial assistance 
he has received from the Commissinacrs, Collectors, and Deputy Collectors 
who have been entrusted with the conduct of the operations. ‘fhe thagks of 
Government are due to Mr. Schalch for his zcalous and eflicient supervision 
of this department of the land revenue administration. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengs!, 
J, A. BOURDILLON, 
Acling Asst, Secy. to the Govt. of Benyat. 
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Rainfall, Weather, and State aud Prospects of the Crops. 


Statement showing Reinfall, Weather, anit State end Prospects of the Cro i 
|, Weatier, and State and Prospects of ype in the different Districts 
Of Hengat, as reported to Government during the week ending the th March 1816. 
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Published for geueral information 


Caserrrs, Srarisnoat Dern, . HL, J. 8. Cortox, 
The Tth March 1876, Offg. Jr. Sexy. to the Govt of Bengal. 
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CURRENT of Foed-grains and Salt in the undermentioned 
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Districts of Bengal for the Fortnight ending 28th Febraury 1876. 
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Rastre Districts (Cot) 
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‘Weekly Report of Rainfall compiled nt the Meteorological Reporter's Office, 
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‘elograpuic Keport for the period 27th Feb. to 4th March 1876, 
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‘Weekly Return of Traflle Receipts on Indian Railways, 
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Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal for the purpose of making 
Laws and Regulations. 


Phrarsday, the Ind Marek 1876. 

Present 
Ihe Toxoe rin Linvresant-Govenson or Brsast, presiding 
‘Whe Hon'ble H. DL, Dare, 
‘The Tlon'ble Sre Stesrr 1 
The Howble IL J. Rryxotns, 
‘The Howtle TL Brau, 
‘Phe Mon'ble Bax 
‘The Hon'ble Bas 
Tho Hon'ble T. W. J 








MNEXD Mooxntee, Rar Bauiavoox, 
Sy, Rar Bannon, 








The Hon'bie Banoo Kursronas Paty 
Tho Hou'ble Naway Svep Asugan Aaa Drumz Jona, 
and 


‘The Hon'ble Mounviy Meee Manon Aut. 


MOFUSSIL MUNICIPALITIES. 

‘Ow the motion of the Hox'sue Mz, Daxter, tho Council proceoded with 

tho farther consideration of tho ill to amend and eonsolidate the law relating 
to municipalities, in ordor to the settlement of its clauses 
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The Hox'ou: Mn, Dasozen said that, havinglooked moro carofully into tho 
Bill with roferonce to the amendmonts' which hed: been made, ho found it 
necessary to move the following amendments in some of the clauses which had 
alroady been passed. i 

1n section 49, which provided for the appointment of a Sceretary and other 
officers, he moved the insertion of the words “ Enginaer or Health Officor ” ufter 
the word ‘ Socretary” in she third line. 1t had been brdught to his nofice that 
there were wator-works in'soihe of the more advanced municipalities which 
might render necessary tho appointment of an Engineer in such places, and 
that in Howrah and tho Suburbs of Culeutta tho appointmont of a Hoalth Officer 
might bo necessary. 

‘Tho motion was put and agreed to. 

In section 50, which provided for socurity to bo taken from collectors of 
taxes or tells, tho words “and from every other officer whoso duty it is to 
recoivo or expend money on behalf of the Commissioners” were inserted after 
the word “tolls” in the third line, 

In section 02 verbal corrections were mado in the amendments, which wero 
agreed to at tho last mocting. 

Scction 78 was agreed to, - 

Section 77 specified tho additional taxos which might bo lovied in any 
smunioipality, ond amenget tho was the following: “(e) tolls om ferry and 
ronds.” 

‘Tho Hox'ntx: Banoo Knisropas Pat. moved the omission of tho words and 
roads.” ‘Thoro was another part in anothor chapter of the Bill which waa 
devoted to this subject; but he thought the principle of the tax might bo dis- 
cussed in conneetion with tho clause now before them, and he therofore thought 
it proper to proposo the amendmen? which he now moved. When this Hill 
‘was introducod, ho took the opportunity to state that the levy of tolls on roads 
was open to great objection, and several hon’blo members, he believed, wero 
of tho samo opinion. It was a most inconvenient and oppressive mode of 
taxation, led to great abuses, and was a source of constant irritation. Hv 
did not’ know what was tho financial yicld of this impost in the several 
iumioipalies yhuh fed eosouen t i out ho beloved ooald ust bo kegs. 
At any rate, tho hon’bly mover of the Bill was probably in a position to 
enlighion us on that point ; but ho migtit obsorre that wherever tolls wore levied 
on roals great complaints were made by tho people. ‘They did not object to 
pay tolls on ferries; but rond tolls wero a fertile soureo of annoyance, harass 
ment, and irritation," He might remind the Council that not many years ugo, 
when the question of a roud cose was under discussion, Bir, Leonard, the then 
Secretary, who, it might be presumed, represoatod the’ views of 
ihe Government of the day, wrote a very exhaustive note on the subject, and 

jnted out tho objections which exisied to the eystom of levying tolls on 
roads. One of the grounds put, forward in support of tho rod cous was, that 
tolls on roads could then bo done uway with. So, for the sako of consistency, 
he submitted that road tolls in muuieipalitios ought to be abolished, even if 
they wera productive financially. On these grounds le proposed the amend- 
mmebt which ho bad moved. 

‘Tho How’1e Banoo Juacavaxoxy Moonenser said that the first toll on 
roads seemed to have beon introduecd in 1837-38. Subsequently a law was 
passel—Act VIII of 1851—whieh authorized the levy of rates of toll not 
exceeding the rates mentioned in the schedule, to be levied upon any road or 
bridge mado or repaired at the expense of tho Government: s0 that the object 
of the Act appeared to be that when roads or bridges were made or ropairod 
at tho expense of the Govorament, then only should there be alery of a tll 
‘Then an Act was passcd in 1804—Act XV of ‘that year—by which the Schedule 
of Act VIII of 1831 was repented and another schedule substituted. ‘The original 
intontion of Government seemed to be the levy of the tolls on roads and bri 
made or repaired by tho Governmont only, Now, it appeared that the Municipal 
‘Act imposed a tax on horaos, carriages, and carfe'in Howrah and the Suburbs 
and other placer for Leoping Fords in good order, and for the construction of 
new roads. So that the very object for which the, law of 1861 waa passed 
was effected by the subsequent enactment of the municipal laws. Besides, 
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wo had 8 license tax to be paid by owners of carts and bullocka, and also a tax 
by householders for keeping the roads in munivipalities in good order. ‘To 

‘further tax on roads, would be to impose a double tax on cart-owners 
householders, who already paid a soparute tax under the Municipal Acts, 
He therefore thought that, on principle, a double tax ought not to bo levied, and 
ho agreed with the hon’ble member in the amendment which he had proposed. 

‘Tho Hox’e.e Mr, Dasrrer would ask the, Council to postpone the con- 
sidoration of tho cmendmont until he had time to learn what. the practical 
affect of giving up tolls on roudn would De; Hv had already said, when intro. 
ducing this Bill, that this tax was admitted to bo harassing and voxativus ; still 
it was unfortunately necessary to do many. things which were more or loss 
harassing to obtain money when it was required 

‘Tho How’nie Mr. Buus. said ho had only ono observation to make with 
reference to what hud fullen from the hon’ble mover of tho Bill, and that was that 
if it was impomiblo to do awny with tolls on rods which ulecady oxistod in, 
municipalities, it might be provided that no such tolls should. be levied hero 
after. That would have the effect of merely sanctioning existing tolls. He 
believed that no tolls were now levied on Government roads, und that the 
principle of having these toll-bars was generally condemued. 

His Hoxon tw Presiwenr said tolls on roads were now oxisting, and 
he thought the Government ought not ‘to give up existing imposts without 
farther inquiry as to what the efiect woul bes 0, if the Council would 

3, ho should be glad to postpono.tho considerution of 
fo heatble mover of the Bill had aa opportunity of consitoring ite effect, 

‘The furthor consideration of the section was then postponed, 

Scotion 78 wus agreed to. 

Section 79 provided that the durstion of assosstionts and valuations under 
the Act should be ‘three years.” 

‘The Hox'sts: Bavoo Knisropas Par, moved the substitution of the words 
«six years” for the words “three years.” Ho said ho had hoon led to make 
this proposal with a view to make this part of the mofuxsil municipal law aniform, 
with tho Caleutta municipal lav. In the Calcutta Jill the duration of tho 
nssessment was fixed ut six years; and n thougght reasonable to limit 
the period of assessment to six years in Caleutta, it appeared to him thatit would 
bo much more reasonable to fix that Limit in the motussil. 

‘Tho How'uce Sin Streaky Hoce hardly (ought iat tho circumstances of 
Calcutta and the mofussil were analogous. ‘The value of property in Caleutta 
was well known, and was not likely to altor very much ; but the circumstances 
in mofussil towns wore quite different, and he must therefore oppose the 
amendment. 

‘The How'me Mn. Daurree said he was also inclined to think that the 
circumstances of mofussil municipalities would be Hible to more variation ; some 
might flourish mach, others aight fall into decadence, ‘Three years was the 
poriod fixed in the existing law, xnd he did not seo any reason for altering it. 

"Pho How'atx Banoo Krtsronas Pat said that ws often as a now assessmont 
was made the people were liuble to great excitement and hirassmont, and there- 
foro he thought the popular mind would be set at rest by the prolongation of 
the torm for which an assessment would continue in force; the value of 
property-in the ncfussil did not iso w rapidly us to uocowsitate frequent changes 
in the assesurments. 

its Horon Tur Parsinrnrdid not think there was sufficient oceasion to alter 
the oxisting law. He thought they ought to be careful, ina Bill which was 
merely to consolidate and amend the law, ot to make altcrations unless 
some novestity was shown, It was not as if thoy wore fuming a now lew, 
Dut they were merely conslidgting tho existing law. Ho was quite willing to 
munke o change wherever good reason for tho change was shown. 

"The motion was negatived, and the section was agreed to 

"The second clause of section 80 provided as follows :— 

«Provided that no sate ehall be ossossed or loviod on any building which is used exohu- 
Sire —s "worsp, as 2 hospital, of polioe sation, or for any purposes of the 
Muniepality ” 
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On the motion of the Hox'nus Banoo Kersronas Pat. the worlds € on 
any arable land or” were insorted after the word “levied,” arable land not 
being subject to astessment under the existing law. . 

‘Tho Hox'vie Baxoo Ravenuyxrr Sex moved the insertion of the words 
“an cdueational institation” after the word “hospital.” He thought that 
schools and places of public instraction ought not to bo assessed. Places of 
worship might be very necessary for roligious training, aud hospitals might bo 
necessity for thy cure of bodily diseases; s0 also places of instruction were 
very necessary fir moral and intellectual training ; and he would therefore 
deglare that such institutions should he exempted trom assessment. 

‘Tho Hov'n.e Movivix Meee Manownn Att observed that many schools wore 
opened with w view to gtin, and-he did not think that such places should be 
exempted {rom taxation; he would, however, exompt schools which were open 
for purposes of charity. 

‘Tho Thom Mit, Daserer did not think the peineiplo of the amendment 
coil, -OF course, if it was desirable from lurge-heariedness to encourage 
education by relieving it from the prossure of taxation, it might bodone; but on 
principle We thought educational Iuildings should pay their, own share of 
nuunicipsal taxation, 

Altor some further conyérsation the motion was put and negatived. 

‘Tho Hox'uce Me Daurrer moved the omission of the words “or for any 
purposes of-the municipality.” He had lutdly reeeived a communication 
from the Dacca Municipality; and one from the Collector of the 24-Pergunuali 
'y represented that mnuniedpalitics often hired the buildinss they used. and 
when they did 0, there wax no reason why thy tax payable by the proprietor 
Buildings should not be levied. : 

= Tho motion was agreed to; and on the motion of the Tfox’nte Banoo 
Kaasropas Pt, the words “or police station” were also omitwed in this section, 
‘and in line 5 of section 88. 

‘Pho Hos'nux Me. Daxrime movell the insertion of dhe following svetion 
after xection 8 

ROA, “Whenover any fax shall have hon nsseasad on any person in repeat of hie 
ccoupation of two or mor holdings, and the agaragate of the amount x0 asaesed apon him 
shall exceol eighty-four rujees por anuuta, suck person uisy, within Hiteen days of the publi: 
ation of the notion of the proparation of the atemasmont Tit ae provided Dy section’ 101, 
Sprly to th Commissioners t9 cancel sul assesment, and to substitato forthe total amount 
CP hek sn assessed upon him in respoot of the suid holdings a rate to. be «alenlated “at. seve 
font ball per contum on tho annual valno of sueh holdings; and the Cosamtissionone shall 
thoreapor substitute such rata, and. for ho purpose of calculating the amount of such 
"stall detenaiue the annual voluo of tho eaid holdings in the meaner provided by 
ten 90, 

Every mate imposed undor this ction sal bo payable hy the oeopior of the holdings 
to rat 

Hic sid that this section was intended to mest the difficulty which had 
arisen with reference to the tax on persons, with special reference to the use 
Of th term ‘ holding.” ‘The houble and learacd Adyocate-General had 
pointed out that where the tax levied was an assessment on the person accord 
Ing to his property and circumstances, it was very important to dofine whet a 
holding should be, because the maximenn of that tax was Re. 84 a yeur, or Rs. 7 
vow ctk on encl holding. ‘Tho case ofa. millionaire having a. Tange. area’ cf 
Jand covered with several buildings had been taken for illustration; and it hed 
eeu contended that if you left it to the discretion of the Commissioners, and 
did not define what a separate holding should be, they might split up tho 
Property into sever] holdings, and tex the owner upto the maximum for ouch 
Df the holdings into which they chose to divide the property, After consi- 
dering the question, the conclusion arrived at by the Advocate-General, the 
hon'hic member on his right (Mr, Bell) andthe speaker, was that the defini- 
tion of the word “holding” would net bo of much importance if such @ 
clause as the one he had just read wore put into tho Bill; tho effect of which 
‘youl bp this, that in any place én which an aagounnont ob the person wag in 
foroe, if any’ porson bed eon assewod ot more fhan'Ks. 7 per mont, end im 
respect of more than one holding, the porson so asieased might say—Inutead 
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of this sssofsment I elect to have a rate of 7] per cont, imposed on tho value of 
each holding ;" whereupon the Commissioners would be obliged to tax tho 
holdings accordingly, tho tax of course being paid by tho occupier and not 
by the owner. 

His Hoxon rae Persrpexe said ho was in fevor of the amendment as fur ax 
it went. Whether it obviated all the difficulties that had been raised, he was not 
sure; but as far as it wont, it appeared to him to be good, inastnuch as it 
imposed a check on the undue multiplication ‘of holdings for the purposo of 
aseostmont. He understood the abuse Iay in this, that at the time of assess 
ment particular number of holdings might be arbiirarily made for the purpose 
of axscasinont. Ho quits agreed that it was very desirable to iunposo x chock 
‘an such a multipligation of holdings, and in 0 far as the smonduicnt imposed 
‘this check he was in favor of the amendment. 

‘The motion was agreed to, 3 . 

Section 81 empowered * tho Commissioners” to exempt from assessment 
any person whom they might deem too poor to psy the tax: 


‘The How’: Banoo Krsstopas Pax, moved the insertion of the words at 
# meeting” after the word “Commissioners” in the first Tine, He thought 
that exemptions ought not to be made without the sanction of fhe Commis- 
sioners at a meeting. 

‘The Nov'sue Bawoo J 
inquiry into claims to exemption 




















apaxusp Mooxrises observed that practically the 
ho ground of poverty would take up a good 
deal of the time of the Commissioners. He wiald leavo the Chairman to 
detormine these cases, and if any person was dissatisfied with the decision of 
the Chairman be coud appeal tothe Comnisdeners, and then the genceal 
powers given tothe Cominissioners at a meeting might be exercised by them by 
way of uppeal 

‘The How’nrx Sm Servant Hoag would not allow every petty order of the 
Chairman to be made subject t an appeal tothe Commissioners. Thoso mattors 
‘would be very much better decided by the Chairman than by the Commissioners 
at a meeting. 

After some further conversation the motion was put and nogatived, and the 
section was agroed to. 

Scction 82 was agreed to. 

Scction 83 empowered the Commissioners to alter assessments under certain 
ciroumstuncos. 

‘Tho Hox’su Bauoo Kurstonas Pat, méved the omission of the wordy “to 
be inadequate and” in line 8, He said that this section provided that the 
Commissioners might, at any time after tho publication of the assessment List, 
‘sseces any person who was without authority omitted therefrom, or whose 
liability fo assossment had sceraet theroaftor; and might enhanco any assess- 
ment Which appeared to them to bo inadequate, and to have been so made 
owing to mistake or fraud. He wished to be informed whether this enbanoe- 
ment might be mado during tho currency of the assessment, that was to say, 
within the three years for which the asséssmeut was to remain undisturbed, 
(The Hox'siz Mr Davrize said that it was so.) ‘Then this section would 
Gyarride the other sections as to assessment. Ile ground of inadequacy was 
after ell a very slender ground, and would be open to misconstruetion. Hé 
eubmitted that where thoro had boen mistako or fraud which could be proved, 
tho assessment ought to be revised, but no assessment ought to be enhanced 
merely because it appeared to be inadequate; for if you allowed tho assossments 
which were mado for three years to be disturbed oti sv slight a ground, it would- 
open a wide loophole for enhancement, 

‘The Hox’sxz Me, Danvirr oxplained that the essence of the provision waa 
that tho assossment was mado by mistake or fraud; according to the wording it 
anust be inadoquato, and have been so made by mistake or fraud. 


‘The How’stz Bavoo Keusropas Pau acceptod the explanation which had 


been made and withdrew his amendment. : 
‘The section was thou agreed to, and so also were Sections 84 to 96, 
Section 97 gave power to roriso tho valuation aud asvessment on holdings. 
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"The Hox'nte Banoo Knrsropas Pat. moved the insertion of thé following 
words at the end of paragraph 3 

“A notide shall bo served upon the owner or occupier of evory holding which may be 
po assossnd, or the assessment of which might be fixed at a higher sum than what was prevail- 
ing for the time being.” . . 

He thought tht in every case whore an assessment was incroused or newly 
made, notice should be served on the owner or occupicr. ‘That was not clear 
from this or any subsequent section, and he therefore proposed the amendment, 

‘Tho How’'me Mk. Damier said he thought the hon'ble member would 
withdraw his amendment if he looked at Sections 102 and 104, Anybody who 
had an assessaient imposed upon him for tho first time, or whose assessment was 
culianced in any manner whatever, might appoal according to tho procedure 
aid down for tho review of assessments, Now, when was this appeal to be 
mado? jon 104 said within one of two periods, whiebever should last expire ; 
cithor within one month from the publication of the assessment list (which would. 
not apply to a single assessment made within the year), or “within fifteen days 
from he date of servieo of the first notice of deniand for paymont at the mite 
jin respect of which the application is made ;” so that practically there were 
fifteen days given to apply for a review whenever an assessincnt was altered. 

‘After some further conversation Gio motion was by leave withdrawn, and 
the section was then agreed to. 

Sections 08 aul 00 were agreed to, 

Scetion 100 provided a pznalty for failure to give notice within ton days 
‘of the re-oceupation of 4 house, for which a remission or refund of the rato had 
been made. 

‘Phe Hon'nne Nawau Sep Astuse Ant moved the sithstitation of the words 
“ono month ” for ten days” in line six, and of the word § twieo” for * throe 
times” in line seven. He considered that ten days was too short a time to allow 
for giving the notice required, and that the penalty of three times the amount of 
ate was too severe for to offence. ‘The failure inigiit bo caused by oversigitt 
or illness, and he thought there could be no harm in allowing one month, 

‘The Hos'vus Mu. Dastrten observed that tho penalty in the Calcutta Act 
was the same, namely, threo times the amount of the rate} he must oppose the 
amendment, on the ground that the Select Committee ‘iad considered and 
decided the point. 

His Hoxor tne Prnsipenr observed that it was quite clear that the person, 
who owned a house must know that, it had been re-cecupicd, and if he failed to. 
give notice of re-occupation, he oagit to be malo to pay the penalty prescribed 
‘Pho temptation not to give notice was immense, : 

‘Tho Hox’ute Baro» Kmugropas Pat. observed that the head of the family 
might be absent, and the inmates of tho family might bo incapable of giving the 
notice required he thought therefore that some furthor time be allowed. 

‘Tho Hox’nu: Ma. Beta, said he agrced with the hon’ble mover of tho Bill that 
when these mattors lud heen decided by the Select Committeo, the Council 
ought not to reverse the decision without some good grounds. Ho thought 
tho porod often days was quit wficint time to allow for the giving ofthis 
notice: if a mun lind a month's grace, he would take his time about it and pro- 
bably forget it altogether; butif you limited him to ten days, as soon as his 
house was re-oceupied he would give information, If, as the hou’ble member 
opposite (Baboo Kristodas al) bad sugzesied, tho owner or proprizior were 
absent, still his agent, the person who adinitted the new tonant into the house, 
would he compotent to give notice that the houso was re-occupied, and was 
again eubjo! to taxation, Ma Bit, did not soo that any suficiont roan had 
boon given to alter tho time fixed by the seetion or to reduco the ponalty, 

‘The motion was put ond nega‘ivod, and the section was agreed to. 

Section 101 related to the publication of assoasment lista. 

‘Tho Hos'are Mx, Daseren said that, in reforonce to this vory important 
section, he hed reccived e suggestion from the Chairman, of tho Beborban 
Municipality. ‘Tho offect of this section and of Section 348, taken togother, 
came to thia, thet tho sevorsment list and the valuation and-rating lists wero to 
‘ba deposited in the office of the Commissioners—ept posted up at the door of 
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the Commissioners’ building—dnd an extract of so much of them asrelated to the 
jurisdiction of any police station was also to be poster up at such police station. 
‘Mr. Wilson, the Chairman of the Suburban Commissioners, stated that his rating 
ist oooupied 24 folio volumes, and it was absurd ty expect these books to be 
hung up, as ishtahars were hung up, at the soverul police stations, Besides, there 
would be great expenso on account of recopying; aud morcover, the awecement 
doundaries did not evineide with the boundaries of police stations. ‘Therefore 
it was neceasary to give up the idea of hanging up.the assessment and rating lists 
‘at the police stations and the door of the Commissioners’ office; and instead of 
the assessment and rating lists, it was proposed that a notice in tho form 
given in the first schedule annexed to the Act shold be posted up and 
published by proclamation dt the police stations aud iu the most public manner, 
informing-the people thut the lists were realy, and inviting them to go to 
tho offico of tho Commissioners to inspost them.” He thought such « procedure 
would bo quite sufficient, and‘ho therefore moved that in Section! 101 the 
following be substituted -— 

© When tho assesment list of the tax upon pons mentioned in Section 78 ar tho 
vvalontion aud rating listof the rato a the sual value of lldityge mectioned in Section 92 
hall hyo been prepared and sigued by the Chairman, the Ci: joners shall enuse the 
doting in form ‘A, or the notice. in form BB of tha fr! schadule (asthe ego may be), to bo 
Published in the manner required by Section 

The Howe Mx, Beut said he thought it would be absurd to expeet these 
iste to be copied and hung up at the police stations, but it appeared to him 
that something further ought to be dono. When a new assessment was nude 
for the first time, special notice should be given. ‘Phat was the lav now, a 
laid down by Act II] of 1864, the thirtioth section of which provided that in’ all 
ceases in which any property was for the first time assessed, or thie assessment 
‘rus increased, spocial notice’ thervof should be given to the owners or occu 
of such property. Ho thought that if a provision to that effoot wore insertod, it 
would meet all the requirements of the ease. 

The Won’ Mr. Dawrizr observed that he had already stated that the 
special notice referred to was contained in tho notieo of demand which wae 
to be presentod with the Bill; if any change was mado in the rate of tax, it 
srould be specially pointed out in the notiec of demand that the assessee was 
at liberty to apply for review of the assessment instead of paying the amount 
demagded. Hon'ble members would observe thut there was a note to that 
effect in the form of the notice of demand given in the second sehedul 

‘The Hox’stx Mr. Brut, expressed himseli satisfied, and thought that that 
would meet all his objections. 

‘The motion was then earried. 

On. the motion of the Hoy'use Mx. Dawrtre, amendmonts which wero 
rendered necessary by the adoption of the provious motion, wero made in 
Sections 79, 92, 6, 97, 104, 348, and Forms A and B of tho first schedule, 

Boction 102 was azreed to, 

Section 108 provided that aloatios for wsfow of astsssmont should bo 
heard and determined -by not less than throo Commissioners, who should bo 
appointed by the Chairman. 

‘The Hoy'ux Basoo Krrstoras Pan moved tho insertion of the words 
“othor than the Chairman or Vice-Chairman” after tho words three Com- 
missioners” in Tine 4, and tho substitution of tho words “ Commissioners at 
a meeting” for the word * Chairman” in line 6. ‘The objeet of his amendments 
wos to mako this provision of the Mofussil Bill correspond with a similar 

vision in tho Caleutla Bill. That Bill provided that the executive officcrs 
EF tho Municipslity should uot sit on the Bench ot Justices to leur appeals, 
Similarly, he proposed that in the mofussil the Appellate Board, should bo con- 
stituted of Commissioners other than the Chairman or Vico-Chairmay, who were 
executive officers. eS : 

‘The How’nte Mx. Brut, said mofussil municipalities were very differently 
constituted from that of Calcutta with rogard to ite members. |t was a 
matter of very great difficulty in o mofussil municipality to got the 
‘attendance of inembers to hear theso assessment cascs. As Chairman of one 
Of these municipolities, he had boon compelled to sit because he eould get no 
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thor mombers to do s0. He therefore doubted ‘vory much whether it was 
expedient to pass this amendment, especially as in theso assessment matters it 
‘was of very great importance to have either the Chairman or Vice-Chairman oo 
the Dencli, as it was of tho greatost consoquence that those osvoeement 
sppeals should bo properly, decided. Tho great majority of gentlemen who 
sit-on Municipal Boards in.the mofussil were not very woll conversant with 
judicial duties, and the revision of assessments was in fact a sort of judicial 
Inquiry. Ho thought it would be very unfortunsto if the Chairman arid Vieo- 
Chairman were to bo excluded from theso Appellate Benches. 


‘The Hox'vux Mu, Dawerze observed that he would adhere to the recom- 
mendation of the Commitee on botl these points; and after what had fallea 
from the hon’ble memaber who had just spoken, his opinion was stronger than it 
was before. The frst amendment would bo absolutely unworkable. 

The motion was put and uegatived, and the section was then agreed to. 

Sections 104 to 109 were agreed to. ‘ 

‘The Hox'vun Banoo Krisrovas Pat moved the omission of the words 
“and a foo of two annas a8 costs of service” ufter the words “duo” in line 6 
of Section 110, It appeared to him that as this section was worded, the 
cost of the service of a bill was to be levied whether tho bill was paid 
instanily or not. Now, municipal taxes wore levied not only for general muni- 
cipal purposes, but also for tho collection of the taxes themaclves, and he did not 
understand why « separato fee should be levied for tho collection of the tax. 
This feo, he believed, was not leviablo under the existing law, and it was one of 
thoee innovations which were open to serious objection, 

The Tox'ue Mex. Daweuz explained that the words did appear to be 
out of pluce. Under the old law a charge was mado when a notice 
of demand was served; but in tho Dill as it stood it was provided that, the 
notice of demand should Le served 'simultancously with tho bill; and if the 
person paid the bill in fifteen days, uo process would be necessary, and no feo 
would have to be paid, : 

‘The motio’ was carried, and the section us amended was agreed to. 

Section 111 was azreod to, 

Section 112 provided the mode of executing distress warrants. 

‘The Tox’sue Bayoo Kersropas Pau moved tho insertion of the yords 
“under an order signed by the Chairman er Vieo-Chairman” afer the “word 
“except” iu line 15. He thought it was very necessary that sore check 
should be placed on the executive officers of the municipality in carrying out 
Ausios of this dosciption, Thoy were too apt to oppress tho poopla avd by 
sway of choek, hs proposed that they should not bo suthoriecd break open 
doors unless they held an order signed by the Chuirman or Vico-Chairman. In 
tho mofussil the peoplo wore not always able to protect themselves, and great 
abuses and oppressions wore practised upon then by persons who wore dressed 
in brief authority. : 

‘Tho Hoy'mue Me. Bett oxplained that the order signed by the Chairman 
authorized the warrant officer to enter a house; but he waa not fo enter or break 
pen any room appropriad for the nena, or residence of women, except after 
three hours notiee, and opportunity given forthe retirement of the women, He 
thought that if the officer had the authority of the Chairman to enter a house, 
surely that was quite sufficient, and he did not seo that any further security 
was required. 

‘The amendment was by leave withdrawn, and the section was agreed to. 

‘Tho How'me Banoo Rausaszee Sen moved the insertion of tho following 
seotion after Soction L13:— . 

113A. “All offsers and sorvante of tho Commissioners, and all chowkidars, onnlebles 
sad other officers of the police are prohibited from purchasing an such property at any svc 
‘tule as aforesaid,” 

It was e mere reproduction of the existing Iaw; and as it was very 
Wolewome provision against abuso by municipal and polio vervants he hoped 
the Council would take care to secure the protection provided by this 
section. 
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‘The motion was agreed to. 
Section 124 provided a ponalty of threo times tho atnount for keeping a 
carriage or horse without a lieenso, 


Tho How’sur Nawan Sven Asucar Att moved the substitution of the word 
“twice” for “ three times” in line 5. ‘Te thought a penalty of three times 
the amount of license foo was very heavy, and that twice the amount would bo 
sufficient. 

His Toxox te Parstorst observed thathe supposed this amendment was 
‘open to the samo objection that liad Loen taken ty « previous one of a similar 
nature, namely that the Select Committce hud decided the matter, and that the 
penalty was tho samo in tho Calcutta Bill, 

motion was put and negutived, and the section was then agreed to. 
Section 125 was agreed to. " 

Section 126 empowered the Commissionors to compound with livery stable- 
Keepers and others. 

‘The Hor'niz Ma, Darrer moved tho insertion of tho words “or with any 
other person” after tho word “hire” in line . ‘Tho object of the amendment 
was to enable the Commissioners to compound with private individuals. ‘The 
Dacea Municipal Commissioners had strongly reeonmended the amendment ; 
thoy eongidered shat pesos would mther pay a litle more to aavo the trouble 
and annoyance of constautly applying for licenses. 

‘The How’ate Ste Stuart Hous thought the amendment altogether unneces- 
sary. Ini his experience people generally compounded for a less payment than 
Whitt they would otherwise lave to make, and not for more. 

"Phe motion ws by leave withdrawn, and the sectiort was agreed to. 

Section 127 prescribted a penalty of throv times the amouut upon persons 
who, baving compounded, refused to pay the sum on demand. 


‘The Hox'sue Ma. Butt moved the omission of this soction. He saw no 
reason why defiult in paying the tax under this section should be treated 
in a different woy to a default in the payment of any other tax. 

‘The motion'was agreed to. 
ions 128 to 130 were ugreed to. 
tion 131 related to the registration and numbering of carts, and 
specified cortuin exemptions. 

‘On tho motion of the How'ns: Mr, Davrize the following additional 
‘exemption was inserted 

“(¢) Which are kept in Howrah or within the suburbs of Caleutta.” 

Sections 132 to 141 wero agreed to, 

Tn Section 142 the penaliy for refusing to leave a ferry boat was, on the 
motion of the Hox'nrs Nawan Svep Asattar Au, reduced from ‘ rupees twenty: 
fivo” to “rupees ten. 

Section 143 preseribod a penalty for keeping an unauthorized forry. 


Tho Hoy’stx Banoo Krisropas Pat moved the addition of the following 
proviso 

“Provided this section shall not apply to any private ferry which may be in existence 
af the time this Aut ocmes into for.” 

‘This seetion, hie said, gavo a discretion to the Commissioners as to. ferries 
alroady in existence, and under another szetion power wes given to the Comnis- 
sioners to take over a ferry by paying compensation, and if’ a new ferry was 
cotablished, a license was to be greuled, Me did not think it would be fair or 
equitable thet the Commissioners should havo power to interforo with existing 
fairies which they might not require for their own purposes, Vested rights, 
jhe submitted, ought not to bo unnecossarily interfered with. 

The motion was carried, and tho section as amended was then agreed to, 

Section 144 prescribed a penalty of fifty rupees for keopiug an unauthorized 
forry and w fartuer fin of ton rupocs & day during tho continuauen of the 
offence. bd 


‘The Hox'ste Nawas Svep Ascnan Au. moved tho substitution of the 
words “twenty-five” for “fifty ” in lime 4, ond of “five” for “ton” in lino 5, 
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‘The Hox'nse Me, Dastzn obsorved that ho could not consont to tho 
amendment, 0s tho penalty hero proscribed was for a deliberate offence, commit: 
ted for tho sako of pecuniary gain. 

‘The motion was by leave withdrawn, and the section was agreod to. 

‘The consideration of Sections 149 to 150 was postponed. 

Section 11 was as follows:— 

“Tho Commissioners may grant g leaso of any municipal ferry of toll-bar for any period 
not exceeding three years.”” 

‘Tho Hox’nz Mx. Ben moved tho insertion of the following words at 
the end of the section . 

sqnd may at any timo enneel gach Tease, ‘Whenovor such Ieaso is eancellod atherwina 
than under Section 141, the Commissioners sliall manke adequute compensation to the lessee of 
{he fry.” In eae the leon of the, fry mt t aoe th componetion offre by the 
Commiissianers, the 0 to be paid as compensation shall be detormined by the Com- 
missioner of the division.” 

He did not know whether there was any great necessity for this amend- 
mont, because it might be provided for under the terms of the lease; but his 
in granting the Commissioners power to cancel a Tease threo yeara 

is, It happened often. that circumstances occurred which made the 
Commissioners desirous of raising or reducing the tolls throughout the muni- 
cipality, but if a lease existed no alteration in the rates could be made. Or the 
Commissioners might wish to introduce improved boats ; but no_lessee would 
pat an improved ferry-boat during the continuance of his lease, In the interest, 
therefore, of tho public, he thouxht it desirable to give the Coumissionera 
power to cancel leases on making suitable compensation 

Tho Hoy’nie Bago Krrsronas Dar. was sorry he could not coneur int the 
amendnuent. The Commissionors mizlt exercise dheiradiscretion in the grant. 
ing of leases. The section did not bind them to grunt « lease for threo years, 
but when a Tease was executed, it would not be fuir or just that it should be left 
to the discretion of the Commissioners to canecl the Tease: when once an agree- 
ment was made, it ought certainly to hold good for tho term for whieh it was 
grunted. 

The Hox’suz Me. Daweren did not see the force of the hon'ble member's 
objection. If, with this clause staring him in the dace, a contractor came in and 
took alcase, knowing atthe time that the Commissioners might, if they wished, 
at any time cancel it on public grounds, and thut he was to receive compet 
sation for' such cancellation, Mu. Daou could not sco any hardship in the 
matter, as the contractor would not be taken by surprisv, and would receive in 
one shape what he failed to receive in another. 

‘Phe motion was put aud negatived, and the section was agreed to; 80 aleo 



















































prescribed a penalty of fifty rnpecs for neglecting to hang up 
a table of tolls, and a further fine of ten rupees per day during the continuance 
of the offence. 

‘The Wox’nia: Nawan Sven AsHGAR Arx moved tho substitution of the word 
“twenty-five” for “ fitty” in line 5, and of “five” for “ten” in line 6. He 
aid not think thut so heavy w pouslty should be imposed for a simplo omission 
to hang up a table of tolls. 


‘The How'wtx Mx, Dawriex observed that the failure to hang up the table of 
follo might proceed ficm the wish of tho tol collector to keep passengers in 
jignoranco of tho tolls he was authoxized to charge, and that would bo a very 
serious offence. Io did not think any Magistrate would impose the’ maximam 
penalty if the failure wore caused by circumstances which -wero beyond eoatrol, 

‘The motion was by eave withdrawn, and the section was agreed to. 

Sections 154 to 158 were agreed to. 

‘The Hox’nur Bauoo Rawsnuxees: Sex movod tho insortion of tlic following 
after Section 158:— 

“Tho Licutonont-Governor may in his discretion, by a notiflostion! published in the 
Calcutta Guzette, suspend the levy of tolls on roads and navigable channels, as provided for in 
tis Ag, within the lini of xy municipality dung eowons of oaruity and 
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After some conversation tho further consideration of tho scotion was 
postponed. 

‘Section 159 to 165 were agrood to. 

Section 166 provided as follows :— 

© Tho Lieutenant-Governor shall ponsider the polien vitimato so transmitted to him, aad 
sey apr reject, or modify, and approve as motive this saiao or any part theroof, 

‘The Liontenant-Governor shall als determino wither tho whole or some, and whi 
art of the expense of the police provdod for m such estiante all be boro ly tho Mavi 
jpalily to which the samo refers. 

Provided that the exponsoao to bo borne by any tnuniciality in whieh the fax on Persons 
i iy fresh sco, for wl mii. ib atengn ma of one rae and 
eight anes in the yoor, and for a soenulclass muaic iy, the average Kate of ome rape a 
four noes in the ear for cach hulding in sampecl of tho oorepata of huh the tnx st 
iunposed. . 

Provided also that tho expense to to bo borae by any sunnicipality in which the tax on 
the value of holdings isin foro sball uot exceed fe per coutunton ths total annual vale 
‘of such holdings.’ 

Tho Hox’are Banoo Kersronas Par. moved te substitution of the following 
for tho last two paragraplis of the section :-— 

* Drewided thet tho exponsn a0 to be oeno by any mi 
fourth the anausl income of such municipality.” 

He believed that the Council was well aware that the polica changes 
absorbed the greater portion of the income of wofussil municipalities; partien- 
larly of second-class municipalities. He held in his hand a statement. which 
showed thatin 1873-74 there were 25 first-class municipalities in Bengal, yielding 
total annual income of Rs, 10,814,620, He fund that the municipalities of 
tho Suburbs of Caloutia and Howrah yiolded Ie. 4,05,240, and tho maining 
twonty-throo first-class municipalities Re. 6 18,71, "Phen it appeared that the 
polis charges of these twenty-three municipalities eamo to Its, 1,735,718, and the 
average income left for other purposes of these municipalities was Its. 1 
per annum, or Re, 1,611 per month. ‘Thus, as wszurds first-class municipalities, 
the contribution on account of police charges came to nearly one-fuurth of the 
aggregate income. 

‘Then, with regard to socond-class municipalities, he found that in 1873-74 
thore were 92; and the average income left to them after payment of polico was 
Re. 8,071 per annum, or about Rs. 250 por m Tho total aunual income of 
these second-class muuieipalities was Rts. 4,090,551; the police clunzes rus manted 
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to Rs, 2,07,920; and the balance, after paying for polien, wus Ks. 2,89,524. Divide 
this balanee between 92 municipalities,and you wonid find thut the avornze income 
was, as he had stated, Rs. 3,071 peramnim, ors. 2 Now, with 





those stubborn facts before the Council, he asked! whether mofussil municipalitie 
wore ina position to eurry out the works and purposes whieh were being pre 
scribed to them, and whether it was not incwnbent on the Government to eousider 
as to how fir tho police charges could be reduced or supplemented from other 
finds, and how a guflicent balance eoald be Ielt of the municipal fund to meet 
tho ordinary requirements of those towns. He need hardiy remind the Couneil 
that the Renoral rovonnes ought to be appropriated, to w certain extent, towards 
tho support of tho polico in mofussil towns ‘of the abkuree revenue 
ts of tho stamp. 
rovenue was also the samo. Aud us ju the capital towns the Goverment con- 
tributed one-fourth of tho police charges, he did noi think it was tuir that 
the cost of the municipal poligo in the mofussil should be met entirely out of 
the municipal taxes, If these municipalities were rich, or sufliviently well-to-do, 
and could afford to contribute towards the euliie muinfenanee of the police 
out neglecting tho legitimato requirements of the tax-payers, ho would not 
object, But it appearod @#rom th figuros which ho had read, ‘and whiels wore 
compiled from Ceial records, that after payin police eharges, aecond-class 
municipalities had not much lett to provide for tho ordinary’ requizements of the 
towns, In fact, out of Re. 250, which was the baluice left, a considerable sum 
wont towards the maintenance of municipal cstablishments ; aud the vexatious 
m ‘of municipal taxation seomed to be intended to ruise money chiefly 
for the palica and the establishiments. When such was the case, it was worthy 
the consideration of the Council whether a limit ehould not be put to the 
Tiability of second-class towns for the maintenance of the police. : 
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‘Tho Hox'stx Mn. Distoren said this Bill was introduced on the principle 
of not inereasing municipal taxation, and ho thought it must also be con- 
Sidered that it wis not introduced with the intention of making ‘any radical 
Gisirene in tho nppliction of tho municipal fands, At any rato, tho emond- 
mont which was uow proposed was a very large one, and was cortainly not ono 
upon which be could vouturo to speak cxcopt under inetructions from the 
Goverment. Under the existing lave, the amount to bo applied for police pur- 
posts was not to cxeced a certain rnaximum of taxation. An amondmont was 
how proposed to alter it, which would havo tho effect of throwing on the 
Government a very increased expenditure on account of police. ‘The question 
was a new one, and ho could not accept the ameudment without consultation 
with the head of the Government. 

‘The Hox'uiz Mu. Brut said there appeared to him to bo somo slight mis- 
approhension with rezard to the existing law. Prosent municipalities fell under 
two classes; these which wore constituted under Act IIT of 1864, the District 
Municipal Improvement Act and thoso which came under Act ‘VI of 1868, 
the District Towns Act. ‘The far greater number of municipalitice to which 
the hon'ble momber referred came under Act VI of 1868. Now, that Act 
was introduced into those towns in which Act XX of 1856 was previously in 
force, Act XX of 1856 was generally called the Chowkeedareo ee It was 
introduced into those towns, not for municipal purposes, but to provide funds 
for the employment of police: that wus the first and primary object of Act 
XX of 1856, It was tro that, the residue of the funds raised under that 
‘Act, after providing for the police, was devoted to conservancy purposes ; 
Dut'that was quite a secondary object of the Act. But the how'ble member, 
by his amendment, proposed to reverse the whole preceding legislation 
fon the subject. ‘The primary object of Act XX of 1856 yas for police; and 
if any funds were raised over and above the oost of tho police, it might, after 
tho police requirements were satisfied, bo devoted to municipal purposes.” Such 
Deing tho ease, he thought the hon'ble member had not shown eny good 
grounds for the amendment whieh he proposed. 

‘The Hoy’nie Banoo Kristopas Vat said the statement from which he had 
given the figures helped him to an answer to the observations which tho 
Hon'ble member had just made, te found that the places now under Act 
XX of 1850 numbered 69, and thoso under Act VI of 1868 iumbered 92. Tt 
might be that somo of the towns under the operation of Act VI of 1868 
wore formerly under the operation of Act XX of 1856; but they might have 
developed since, and have therofore heen advanced in tho scale ‘of municipal 
organization, But there oxisted that distinetion which the hon’ble mem| 
had pointed out. Where Act XX of 1856 prevailed, thore the taxes raised 
were applied to the maintenance of the police. As regards Act VI of 1868, 
the number of towns under it, as already mentioned, waa 92; and the object of 
the introduction of that Act into those towns was not simply to provide for 
the maintenance of the police, but t onable the inhabitants to enjoy tliose 
advantages whichit was the object of municipal arrangements to vonfer upon 
them. With an average income of only Rs. 260 per month, after paying for 
Folic it was idle to expoct thet xxvud claw municipalities couldbe able to 

Jo much. 

Ho entirely ecncurred with the hon’ble mover of the Bill thet this was a 
very important question, and that action could not be teen by the Couneil 
without the concurrence of the Government; and as the hon’ble member pro- 
posed to postpone the consideration of the ‘question, Batioo Ketszonas Pat 
Toadily accepted the suggestion. : 

His Hovon rar Parsipenr seid he must explain fo the Council that there 
vould be the greatest difficulty in the Government ftccepting an amendment 
of thiskind, for this reason, amongst others, that if the police in these towns 
‘was to.be maintained ot all, it must be from municipal funds; for thore wore 
absolutely no other funds. "It was vil yery well to spoak of a charge being 
thrown on the gonoral revenues; but as rogards tho:police tie general rovenies 
‘were hardly applicable. ‘There were certain allotments made from the general 
treasury 10 the local Governments, and the question arose whether thi 
hoor the cost for the town police. He might state that they had the 
Cifficilty in providing funds for the regular police force for the rest of the 
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country, and therefore it was financially imposible that the Government could 
underfake further burdens on account of the municipal police. Having latel 
had oeension to carefully scrutinize the police budget in conjunction. with 
others—one or two of whom there present could hear him out—although 
ho quite admitted tho desimbility of leaving a margin for conservancy 
purposes, nevertheless from what he saw he must say frankly that the police 
charges in mofussil towns must he paid as they sis ani if the margin for 
conservancy improvements was small, we pe content. with sinall_ im- 
provements, He could not held out any hope of the Government being able to 
aveede te the amendment of the hon’ble member, mucl as His Hoxor might desin: 
todo so if possible. ‘Tho hex*blo member epuke of stubborn facts; but His 
Hoxon ventured to say that there wero nv futs s» stubborn ns’ financial 
facts. And 2s to a reduction of the eust of those polies, it was a question of the 
socurity of life and property, of whieh the exerutive authoritics wey the best 
judges. . 

‘Tho Hox'ia: Mu, Danvren eaid, with roferonrs to whet had fallen from tho 
hon'ble member on the right (Mr, Bell), that it was adusitted that thw first 
nuunieipulities, the first aggregation of men wlese urban elutracter was 
recognized, were brought under taxation expresly to meet the cost 
of police, whatever was over being made us: of for conservaney. The 
maxinnan’ them i able under the Chowhidari Act, of whieh the 
object was to provide fyr police, was an averag ssment of Rs, 1-8 per louse, 
That was the maximum wo be devoted for police purposes in the very lowest 
form of municipal vitality, Subsequently, i was found desirable, in one of the 
Juter laws, to sanction mereformally the mising of fonds for eonsorveaey p 
poses, and therentter the Magistrate was allowed to ris finds for police and 
bonservancy, provided he did not exceed the original average of Rs. 1-8 por 
house in any place. Now we eaine to the maxiwan in the present Bill, where 
the aystem ‘of wscisment on persons was in force. ‘The proviso in the’ seetion 
under discussion was as follows — 

Provided that the nxpoose so to Ie Borne by 
persone ie force niall nol waco, fora fratlaae nnnispality, the average tate of ‘one 
Paper and cightamas in thy year, and fora sovond-closs muicipality the aversao rate oferta 

‘ond four annas in the year for each holding in respect of the occupation of whieh the 
{ax in imposed 

Tt would be seen, therefore, thal in the ease of second-class mi 
the Bill did actually reduce ‘the maxinmm which had so Jon 
dy four aimns a head. 

‘Phe motion was then pat and negatived, and the seetion was agreed to, 

Sections 167 ¢6 173 were ageood to, 

‘The Hoy'sue Banoo Kusstovas Par, moved the insertion of the following 
words after paragraph 2 of Section 174 :— 

“Any person required to esernte «work ax afoccwid may: show causo fo fhe Commine 
Hioners al emesting why ho should wot Eh called xpsos f9 exbente the said work, snd the 
Commirsioners at a mecliug shall, after dno" inguirs, pos mark orders upon bis application 
av thoy may think fit,” = 

And sho of the following words at the end of paragraph 8 

Provided that snch Gwnors or oecupiets may sibwit oujectios to" the items ur mates 
charged 88 aforesaid, to the Commissiouors at © nwveting.” 

He said thé works yyhich were enjoined under this scétion wero very com 
prehensive, and ie thodght chit, in common justice to, the persons concerned, 
bo opporituity. ebgald be givon' to them ty state thoir objections if they had 
F ‘Sometimes ‘the Commissionors—or yathor the Chairman, as tho’ term 
fominissioners” monn! hicro—might roquire « person i exceute a work 
which was beyond his means, or which might cause reat loss to hin ; and if, 
the orders of the Chairman in this matter wero inade final, then there would be 
no-means of redvoss.in éascs in which the order might not be quite ewisistont 
‘With justive, “It wenld thorwfore be fuir that the Commissioners at a meeting 
should allow a hearing tw x person who was calted upon to excouto any work 
under this section. 2 . 

‘The Hoy'aue Sir Srusmr Hosa observed that if the Chairman was 
‘reipired to eatry out sanitary refurms, the objection should be made to him 
























































sey municipality in which the tax om 











nicipalities 
existed 


































284 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MARCH 15, 1876. 














and not to the Commissioners at a meeting. ‘The Chairman, he thought, would 
be the best judge of such matters, With all duo deferouce to his colleagues, 
the Magistrate of the distiict would probably be right and tho Native Com- 
inissioners wrong in @ matter like this. 

‘Tho Hox'uia: Mu, Brut observed that the Magistrate of the district was 
not alway's the Chuirmun of a Municipality ; the Chairman very often happoned 
tobe the Deputy Magistrate ia charge of the sub-division. He thought it a 
very reasonablo proposition that a man, before he was called upon to execute 

ive work, should havo an opportunity. given to him of stating his 
18 to the order pussed upon him. And he thought that these objections 
should be made before the Commissioners at a meeting. ‘The Commissioners 
were gencraily fow in number, and if the work to be oxecuted was of on 
essential nature, the Chairman would be sure to earry tho Commissioners along 
but if it was not necessary, it was desirable that the opinion of the 
should prevail. The first object ought to be to secure the 
contentment aud prosperity of the people. 

Tho Hox'me Sim Sruarr Hocu observed that if this amendment ware 
eared, every single order of the Chairman would Le appealed. The 
forte member, who bad just spoken, had before expressed. the. opinion 
that it would Le dificult, if not impossible, to get the Commissioners to 
mect together to hear appeals; and that as the hearing of appeals required 
somewhat of a judicial training, the Chairman or Vito-Chairman was more 
fitted to hear tHicm than the other Commissioners. ‘The, probabilities were thot, 
in anost municipalities thero were two or throo Native Commissioners, und if 
this amendment were carried, there was hardly an order of a sunitary nature 
which would he carried out. 

‘The Hox’pre Me, Brut explained that his former observations referred to the 
sittings of Commissioners for the hearing of appeals from assessments, a work 
which required a considerable degree of care, attention, and Inbor at such meet- 
ings, and it was very difficult to get members to attend, But at the goneral 
meetings there was no dificulty in wetting members to attend. His experienoo 
was different from that of the hou’ble member. Ho admitted that it would be 
impossible, in alarge body like the Cwleutta Justices, to refer all these questions 
to their decision. It was generally the ease in mofussil municipalities that all 
questions of conservancy improvement were first debated by tho Commissioners 
at a mecting, and he wis quite sure that if this amendment was accepted, these 
questions would be fairly aud justly determined, 

‘The Hox'ux Banoo Kussropas Pat said, if tho object of the law was to 
induce the raic-payers of towns in the mofussil to interest themselves in 
municipal affairs, ho thought the'best way to accomplish the object would be to 
give them a voice in the detormination of matters of this kind,’ as proposed by 
the hon'ble member who had last spoken, It woo well known that in tho 
mofusil tho will of the Maglatrate was auprome ina manner which: was not 
quite, known in the capital; and therfore, if tho Magistrate decided that 
certain work was to be done, Banoo Kersropas Pa did not, believe that his 
native colleagues would dare ‘go against him. Bub if én a friondly way discus- 
ion vue hold and opinions ‘wore Yeutilated, ho thought it would doa great 
practical good. pee 

‘The Hox’nre Mr, Daurrer observed that the pringiple of the Bill was that 
the more important works and business was to be done ky the Commissioners 
ata mecting, and all othor matters by “the Commissioners,” that was to say, 
the Chairman exercising authority on their behalf. He was not quite sure 
whether the distinction had been suificiently cbserved throughout the conser- 
yaney clauses of the Bill; but perhaps the object of the amendment might 
bbe met by taking care that the orders regarding really important and extensive 
works wore xoscrved for tho détermination of the Commissioners at a meeting, 
In this way tho apposl from tho ordor of tho Chairman to the Commissioners 
at a mooting would be avoided, 

After somo further conversation, the further consideration of the section 
‘was postponed. 

Sections,175 to 180 were egteed to. 
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Scction 181 was agroéd to with a verbul amendment, 

Sootion 182 was agzroed to. 

Soction 183 was azroed to with a verbal amendment. 

Soction 184 prescribed tho hours and mode of removal of offensive matter 
and rubbish. 

The Hox’n.e Bavoo Kersrovas Pat moved the omission of the following 
‘words from tho end of tho section— 

“And may remore tho same ab the exponto of the ovcupior from any house if the 
cooeupice there fila & do x0 in aswordance with {his Act.” 

He thought tho cost of removal of rubbish should not be thrown on the 
ccoupior who paid the tax. In Culeutta the conservancy earts employed by the 
Justices removed the rofuso deposited from the houses. 

After some conversation, the further consideration of tho section was 
postponed. 

‘Sections 183 to 187 wero agreed to. 

Section 188 empowered the Commissioners to require the removal of 
noxious vegetation and the improvement of bad diainaye within eight days. 

‘The Hoy'mie Moviyy Mere Manowrp Ass moved the substitution of * fifteen 
days” for  cight days.” He thought the t (Mdbe fixed according to the 
proportion of work to be done, and that the Commissioners ought to hve power 
to exiond the period of time on cause shown and as there was a heavy penalty 
attached to tho failure to earry out tho order of the Commissioners, he hoped 
the amcudiment would be agréed to. 

‘The motion was carried, and the section us amended waa agreed to. 

‘Phe Tlos'sun Movivin Meee Mauoxy Aur then moved that in Section 
189 the fine for failure to comply with the order of the Counaissioners under 
the preceding seetion be reduced from Rs. 100 to Rs. 60, and from a daily fine 
of Rs. 20 for a continuing offence to Rs. 5. 

“After some couverastion the motion was nogatived, and the section was 
pasced as it stood. : 

‘Section 190 provided that all “rubbisti* and offensive matter eolleeted from 
roads, * houses,” &., should Le the property of the Commissioners, 

On the motion of the How’uLe Banoo Jrecapanunp Moo the word 
“houses” was omitted, as it was not intended that broken bricks and mortar 







































included in the definition of “rabbish”) whic were collected in houses should 
i ‘appropriated by the Commissioners. 

Sections 191 to 194 were agreed to, 

Section 195, empowered the Commissioners to require unwholesome tanks 


on private premises to be cleansed or drained within “eight days.” 

‘The Hox'nue Nawan Syxp Asuaxr Aux inovod the substitution of the words 
4 one month” for “eight days.” He ould say from hisown experience that 
eight days was too short a period to allow for the purpose, and ho doubted 
sihether even one montlt would bo sufficient in all eases. 

"Afler somo conversation the motion was put and negatived, and, tho 
section was passed as it stood. 

Section 106 was agreed to. ; 

Section 197 gave powor to drain offand cleanso stagnant pools, &c., which 
wero likely to prove injurious to the Lealth of the iufabitants. J 

‘The Hox’nun Nawas Srep Asnoan Ars moved the insertion of the words 
« being tho property of tho Commissioners” alter the ‘word “ excavation” in 
Tino 6.” Ho thought that the Commissioners ought not to take any action in 
rorpect to privato property withoat giving dae notice. 

‘The Hon'sxx Ms. Daurter moved by way of amendment the omission of 
the whole section, which might he dispensed with. 

"Tho amendment was put and agreed to. 

Goctions 198 and 199 were agreed to. _ es, 

Section 200 empowered the Commissioners to order the removal within 


eight days of any future obstruction or encrouciment in any road, &e, 
‘Tho Hos'ste Nawan Ser Asrcar Aut moved the substitution of the 
yrords ‘one month” for “ cightdays.” 
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‘Tho motion was pat and nogatived, and the scction was passed as it etood- 

Sections 201 to 209 wore agreed to. “ 

Scetinn 210 prescribed a ponalty of Rs. 100 for failure to comply with 
an ondor to sovure or protect wells, tenks, &e., anda daily fino of Rs. 20 
during the continuance of the offence. 

‘The Hox'nis Nawan Sve Asucar Att moved tho substitution of the words 
Rs, 20” for “Rs, 100,” and of, Rs. 10" for “ Rx. 20.” 

‘The motion was put and negatived, and the section passed as it stood. 

‘ections 217 und 212 were agreed to. 

Section 213 provided as follows:— 

“If the Commisioners shall hae caused any repairs to be mote to any’ Rouse or other 
structure under the provisions of Lever 211, and if sick foes or thes easter he unoe= 
fried, the. Crnmisioners inty enter npou jusicesion of tho same, and may retain possewion 
{dren util Ue au eapeuded by thon! en the rope te paid to em. 

‘The Joyner Bavoo Kiastopas Var moved the omission of this seetion, 
whieh: he said would practically authorize the Connnissioners to confiseute the 
property of individuals if they’ did not pay for tho enst of repairs, Other parts 
Urihe BIN provided for the recovery. frum private individuals of expenses 
incurred by the Consaissioners on behalf of such persons, aud he did not see 
why an exceptional course should be taken for tho recovery of the cost of 
repairs done by the Commissioners. If other expenses could be recovered by 
following the proce laid down in the Bill, he thought the cost of repairs 
undor this section might likowise be recovered under the same procoss. ‘This 
section as it stood gave absolute power to the Commissioners to tuke possession 
of house if th i od, unless the money expended by them in 
its repairs wer dy paid, That was a new provision, Tthail no placo 
in the existing laws; and ho opposed it not only on dit ground, but us 
being opposed to the yencrally received notions ax to rights of property. 

The Hoxie Mn. Bria, said it nppenred to him that this section must 
have got into the Bill by mistake. Hy did not think thore was any clause 
authorizing the Commissioners to repair dilapidated houses. Scetion Y11 
required owners or occupiers to eficet such repuirs, and authorized the Com- 
missioners, until sue repairs were effected, to put up r proper hoard ot 
fence for the protection of passensers: and therefore it seemed to hin 
that Scction 213 was unnecessary and ought to be omitted. The proper 
way to enforce the provisionsof Section 211 would be to fine the owner or 
oceupier, who was required. to place the house iu a state of repair so that the 
passers-by should not be endangored. 

‘The Hownix Mx. Dawrign said there was a gener section which 
provided that whenever the Commissioners were authorized to require any 
person to do anything withinga certain time, if the person did not do it, 
the Commissioners might do it themselves. Under that section the Gomis: 
sionees would bo authorized cither to ryuir or to demolish a dilapidated howe, 
it the proprictors failed to ropair or pull it down on toquisition under Section 
UL, Hud the hon’ble mover of the amendment thought out its probuble effet ? 
If you did pot give the Commissicnors large powers for the recovery of the 
expenses of repairs, they would not repuir, bat pall the houses down. 

Hts Hoxor vie Parstpent said therg wore many honses in mofusail town 
which wore simply tumbling down on account of disputes amongst the owners. 
In fact, there was hardly a'town in which one or more such houses were not 
to be met. As the Bill stood, the Commissioners must pall such houses down 
Devause they were dungerons to the passors-by, whereas, according to the inten. 
tion f the hon*ble mover, those hows might be repaired and taken poweasion 
oi by the Commissioners, In neither case did the shureholders get. them. 

















































































But was it better that the houses should -be repaired und takon ion 
of by the Commissioners until the repayment of the expensce inourred, or that 
the Houses should be pulled down ? ‘ 


Tre Hor’ste Basoo Keisrovas Pan admitted that it was desirable that 
such hovses should be repaired, but he objected to the mode of recovery of 
the expenses. 

‘he farther coneideration of the section was then postponed, 
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Section 214 related to the sale of the matcrials of houses which had been 
pulled down; and provided tut the proceeds, if unchijmed for the space of one 
‘year, should bo carriod to the ereit of the Municipal Pund. 

‘On the motion of the Hoy’ ue: Banoo Kutstonas Pat. the period of & one 
yeur” was extended to thre yours 

Section 215 was agreed to: 

On the notion of the Hox'ma: Banoo Ktstopas Pan the following section 
was introduced after Section 215 -— 

“215A. The Commisioncrs 
animals within the limits of a Muni 














su mooting may offer rewards fur the destruction of wild 
ipality.” 

Section 216 was agreed to, 

‘Phe further consideration of the Bill was then postponed. 

‘Phe Council was adjoumed to Saturday, the Huh instant. 
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RETURN OF JOINT STOCK COMPANIES FOR THE YEAR 1876, 


No. 906, dated Caloutta, the Ist March 1876, 


From—H. Bevercay, Fag , Insestor-General af Rogistration, 
To—The Secretary to the Goverament of Bongal, Judieial Department. 





T nave the honor to: forest for the information of Government, and for pabliention ia 
the Casctic, the returas noted tn the margin sabeitied 

en soni ve the iat of Create Joint Stock Compaen fr the yen 
1875, 








2. Return ill shaw that nineteen new companies were 
apital amount 





ig the year, with 












ing to 
represent Is. 2 


1 





Te will he seen from Return U2 that form 
500, of whick Hts. 189,000 is represented by ‘Tex Companies 








eased their capital by 








A. Metwin UZshows the namber of Joint Stock Companies won up in 1875. ‘The 
rine companies sa) wound tp represrut an Ne. 25,05.000, of which the: 
suum of Kee 8:00 reivies to Tea Compunies n tw these, “three companies, viz, 
the Western Gaffer Company, Ditnited, registered in 1855 ; the Buciwan Stone Company, 
Limited, ergistoresd in ING; and the Nacwnal Theatre Company, registered a 
writen off ax defunct, "The first company has noe fl 

we 1872, and the last from tration The aul, 
licen registered afresh in Mysore, hax als» been exeluded tron the list 
of existing. companies 





















ate of ie 








ray Resnen F17 it ill he keen thot ack Companies were borne on the 
register on Bist Decoulier 1875, representin te capital of Ky 7 
these, six cunnpanies hive bee in exiatencr tor fftects Seams atl aparards 

years’ avd less than fifteen ; thirteen for five and Keys than ten; and 


haw five yews. 












‘The tallowing alitr: 













Gomer ray ot ema 
Maserncvons Commence, i wane 
ng 7 | teat 
am fh | Printing Brees 
2 | Deugaines i 
i 


General dealers 





Voral 





= Toul. 


Grand Total... 132 








6 ‘The reevipis of the Bogistrar’s office during the year ainoantel to Us 4,706, against 


ea, 8,216 in the previous yer. 





‘There were “our jroserntions instituted under the Indian Companies” Act during the 
ler reyort. In thive cases the dclendants were warned and discharged; ia the 
cl the prosecution was withdraw 





ie 





‘A. One charitable suricty, viz, the Mayo Native Hoxpital, was registered during the 
cor under the provisivus uf Act XXI of 1860 ; bat itution has only tekea the 
place of the old Calcurts Native Hospital, the intter ick off the Tint as defunct. 
There are now twelve literary, sien and euaritable societies reginered under Act XXL 
of 186, 
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1 
Salenent shang Saint Stock Companics rgistred dering AST 
tidectAunnidl ead 
anes Con ie, 





a 
iga Company, Linsivod “19th, 
Hyiraalie Pressing Company, Dimited Reb, 
Second Mutual Tea C; Limited 


1h Jan 1875 1,50,000 
195,40 









Mor Latin 
























BON 
Movlmares Te 2 Tag, g00 
River and Coasting Steam Navigation Company, L Apmt 2 250.000 
Sapahuti Tea Company, Limited 2 May BHU 
Rajabaren Toa Conspang, Limited 80,00) 
Cares aud Company June) Lane 
Barrakar Coal Company, ye 1,000. 
Grob Tea Company, Limit oT gav.o00 
Splluet Cultivat my, Firnited yk 20,000 
Malonnuddy Tea Conpsrny, Livni July 3) 1,00,000 
Daou Tea Company, Linnited Au. GE000 

+ Heustomjee Twine sad Canvas F 2 9000. 
1s, A Lean Oiee, Linnitil 2 ow 

19, eemasia’y Hall Ditliinge Association, Limited 28th, 1,000 






Total Re 


Pagrare Crespen Gitose, 


Registrar of Foint Stock Companies. 





Cancerts Reatsray Ornien, the 15th February 1876 
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Statement of Joint Stock Crmpunies rwhich meceased their Capital in 18% 
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aay o-yesve| 


ay, Limited, —! 





{ 
2 | ruth Feb, 1872, | 5,000 


2 80th May 1871...| 2,90,000 









| 49,000 

| daly a. | 3.20000 
A ee leant MONEE ee lee 
40) PER De 180 | 9,99 |i Runner, | ae 
| | am 





E Pastara Cuenpse Guose, 
Registrar of Joint Stock Companies. 
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1 Lish Mey 1872 Mahalderam ‘Ten Comp 
2) tthe Apel 18; 
HB Mth Mar, 1885, Cavery Coffee Ci 


Jan, 1875] 25,000 
Mar, | 73,000 
Ayal 7) | 1,05,000 










Limited 














1 | nd Les. 187%) Cossijore Press Comping, Limited May | 440,000 

Tst Sept, 1806 Bridgman Pea Companys Limited May | “69,000 
G [19h dan, 1865 Port Canning Hotel Company, Limited daly 2) | 1,00,000 
7 (Lith June ealdaly Jute Company. Limited Aug. 100,000 
Sf dst May JSTU Howrah” Hydraulic Press Company New. 00,000 





Limite 
9 | bth Oct. 1868'Tirkoot In 





igo Company, Limited.) Ist April 1873; 9,00,000 





i 
Yor «| 
| 


Paerara Cnuper Guose, 



















‘Whe 15th February 1876. Registrar of Joint Stock Companies. 
WW. 

Statement sto cing aint Stock Co xinking on the 31st Decemier W875. 
Names of Cai seek 
Se Nae of Cau ssn cia 
1. Arenttipore Ten Company. Limited 3,00,000 
2 Anat npany, Livnited 5 z LD 00,000 
Adulpure Terai Tea Company, Limited : SL Vire;o00 
Avseeole rating and Hakking Company, Limited 1. 1000 
‘Asseasole East Indian Mailway Concyetative Soeirty, Limited es 71500 





tel i * 3,00;000 
Limited - 00,000 

2 2800. oN0 

2 “s}00,000 


Ansienble Tea Com 










pany, Limited 















Keliwr Commercial Association, Limited is stov_oue 
Veagal Jute Pressing (Brunton’s Paton) and Manufacturing Company, 

i “i a, 6,00,000 
Bure Vea Company, Limited 130,000 
Boga Loan Other, Limited a 20,000 
Hurkhola Tea Company, Limited + 2 9,70,000 
Kewsal Tex Company, Limited : “10/00/00 
Valasum ‘Tea Company, Livnited + = 2 “200,000 
Bengal Uneosenatited Medicat Hall 50,000 








Wishnath: Tea Company, Limited, 


Se 11,00,000 
Fura Steam Tag Company, Limited 


S 800,000 




















Borsilish Tea Company, Limited 110,000 
Bourcaly Cotton Mills Company, Limuted 18,00,000 
c Mille Company, Linited e 18,00,000 
Society, Limited 3 3 4,000 

Burrisal Loau Ofice, Limited. ae 20, 
Harr Coal Company, Lacie. 1,80,000, 
Bengal Freomasou’s Hail Guilding Awociation, Limited. +, _1350,000 
Calcutta J-ocking Company, Limited a * 12418,000 
Coutral Cachar es Company, Limited é 5 10%00'000 
Coletta Landing and Shipping Company, Zi s 2,20,000 
Galeutta Central Preas Company, Limited ie [75,000 
‘Chandy pore Tea Company, Limited “ 250,000 
Caleutia Opera Houxe Company, Limited. - 240,000 
Cutleecherra Tew Company, Linmited 2 2,70;000 








Contra Terai Tex Company, Limited ‘ 00,000 
Chitpore Screw Compauy, Limited a be 75,006 
Carried over 2,57,89,500 
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Ye 


36. 
7. 
38, 
39. 


al. 
a2 


45. 
46. 
47. 


49. 
50. 
51. 
62 
58, 
5, 
55. 
56, 
a7. 
58 

59. 


61 
63. 


oz. 








Brought forwar 
Cooheela ‘Tea Compeny, Limite . 7 
Calcutts Hydraulic Press Company, 





imited : a 








Chitpore Hydraulic Press Company, Limited» 
Cortes Mate Company and 
{Ghors Neg Compauiy, Limited 





\Consipore Hfpdratiie Prete Company, Limited 
Carew ard Company, Limited 
Dunbar Cotton Mill Compa 
Dehra Doon Tea Company, 
Dorfung Tea Company, Limited .. 
Durrabhar Company, Limited 
Darjeoling Terai Tea Compzny, Limited 
Dehing Company, Limiced 
‘Desai and Parbuttia Pea Company, Limited 
Dedurkosh Tes Company, Limited 
Dooat’s Ter Company, Limited. 
Bont India Toe Company, Limited. 
Hastgrn Cachar ‘Tea Coinpany, Limited 
Equitable Coal Company, Limited. 
Eaatern Steam Tag Company, Limited 
Furreedpore Loan Offer, Limited .. 
Port Gloster Jute Manifacturing Company, Limited 
Great Eastern Hotel Company, Limited 
Gourypore Sompany, Litaited |. 
Goorery Cotton Mills Company, Litaited 
Gowhatty Tea Company, Lanited 
Gielle Tea Company, Litwite 
Grob Tea Comya te 
Hoolungory Tea Company, Limite 
Howrah Docking Company, Lami 
Hongkong nud Shmagbai 

‘illions dollars. 
Holts Tea Company, Limited 
Hoolmaree ‘Tea Company 
Howrah Mills Company, Limited 
Indian Statesman Company, Limited 
India General Steam Navigation Company, Limited 
odian Terai Tea Company, Limited be 
Jellalpore Ceciar Tea Compan, Limited . 
Tokai (Assam) Tes Company. Limited 
Theerieghant Ten Company, Limited 
Joouktollee Tes Company, Limited 
Kanchanpore Tea Company, Limited 
Kursoong snd Dasjecling Tea 
Kattal en Company, Limited 
Kareooug aul Terai Tea Company, Limited 
Kalacherra Tea Compay, Limited. 
Labor ‘Transport Compiny, Limited 
Lackatoorah Tea Conpany, Limited 
Merchants? Steam Tug Company, Limited > : 
Mfattuck Tea Company, Limited 
‘Momachersa Tea Company, Limitod 
‘Mojagrar Tae Compans, Limited. 3 
Moran Tea Company, Limited 4. 3 
Mywensiog! Low Ole Lined 

Media Tea Company, Limited 
Mim Tea Company, Limited. 
Mobauuddy Tea Company, Limite 
Narmyth Patent Press Company, Limiten 
Nuwwanpore Tea Company, Laruited 
New Mutual Ten Company, Limited 
Now Beerbhoom Coal Company, Limited 
‘Nauthpore Tudigo Compsny, Limited 
Now Fallodki Tea Company, Limited Pe 
‘Nasirabad Loan Office, Limized .. cH a 





































































Carried over 


ling Corporation, capital Gi (000,000) five 





cea apa 

Be. 
1,87,89,500 
200,000 
1,70,000 
$100,000 
100,000 
2,50,000 
4,00,000 
16,00,000 
* 10,00,000 
2. 20,00,000 
<2 “5,00,000 
Z “'e0,000 
"+ 1,00,000 
“2  20,00,000 
2 71380,000 
* 400,000 

65,000 

10,00,000 
2. "7,00,000 
ZL 8,009,000 
* 3,900 














2 13,00,000 
920,000 
4,00,000 
(06,000 
660.000 
4,00,000 
800,000 





=1 





100,900 
1,00,000 
29,00,000 
‘000 
1,60,000 
2,830,000 
220000 
N0,000 
15,00,000 
¥,00,000 
100,000 
1,00, 








++ 5,90,02,500 
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Ne Samat f Comping sola 

Re 
Brought forward... 5,90,02,600 
Oriental Jute Manufacturing Company, Limited g "19,0000 
Phanis Tea Company, Lienited ‘ SI 809,000 
Pankabarce Tea Company, Limited” i é SL 250,000 
Patiareah ‘Tea Company, Linsited 3 e 2) 2.00.00 
Ramgurh Company, Limited fi 2 10;99/000 
Raueegunge Con) Atsocintion, Li 6,00,000 
Ramkristopore Press Company, . 130,000 
Riverside Press (Watson's Patent) Company, Limited 2 $100,000 
River and Conating Stea’ , Limited -- SL. 250,000 
Rajabaree Tea Company, Limited .. 22” 290,000 
Rustemjoo Twine and Canvas Factory Company, Limited 2 800,000 
Springside Tox Company, Limited 2) 1:88;000 
Sungo River Tea Company, Limited T 8)00,000 
Splhet Tou Company, Limited 2 1;50,000 
Soom ‘Tea Company, Limited o s+ 3,090,000 
Scott ‘Thompson and Company, Limited a 22 8;00;000 
Singell Ten Company, Litnited 1 6'35,000 
Suddod Tea (ompavy, Limited c+ 1;25,000 
Sccond Mutual ‘Tea Company, Limited Sl” 2138,500 
Sapakate Tea Company, Limited . 88,000 
Sylhet Cultivating Company, Litmived 20,000 
Singbolli and Murmah ‘lea Company, Limited | 22 4,00;000 
Seelipore Jute Manufactaring Company, Limited T13,00,000 
Tipper Loan Otlce, Limited. - 3 1,00,000 
Takvar Company, Latoit ‘ *12/00,000 
‘fhe Planter’s Siore Compang, Limi ‘i 2 1;90;000 
ial'‘Tea Company, Limited “I 8;00,000 
‘ormpiny, Lamited 150,000 
The Strand Bank Frese (Wavgoa's Pxent) Company, Limited 350,000 
‘Teendareah Company, Lisited as 5 > 1;85,000 
‘Tingling Tea Company, Limited “150,000 
‘Tea Company, Fimited - : 6,000 
ut Press Company, Linited 2 3,00,000 
otal s+ 728,85, 000 


Carcurta Reoiseny Orne, the 15th February 1876. 































































Prstara Coxe Guosn, 
Registrar of Joint Stock Companies 
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DISTRICT ROAD FUND. 
No. 76. 
< ‘The 8tk March 1876. 

Notification —The following extract from the Procoedings of the Lieutenant 
Governor of Bengal, relative to the accounts of the receipts and expenditure 
of the District Road Fund for the fourth quarter of the ccss year 1874-75, is 
published for general information : 

No. 1000. 
Extract from the Procecdinge of the Hon'ble the Liewtenant-Covcrnor of 
Bengal, in the Public Works Department. (Locat— Accounts’ 
under date the 25th February 1876, 















Read memorandum from the Contealler of Public Works Accounts in Bengal 
15th February 1876, submitting an absteact of the revsipts and ox} 
several District Roa Committeos for the quarter ending 30th Septet 






Resosuriox,—The Lieutenant-Governor directs that the accounts of the 
receipts and oxpenditure of the District ond Pund for the fourth quarter of 
the coss year 1874-75, a8 submitted by tho Controller of Publie Works 
Accounts in Bengal, be published in the Caleuile Gazette, and circulated to the 
officers concerned. 3 





Oxpex—Ordered that a copy of this Resolution, together with a copy 
of tho abstract of receipts and expenditure, be publisied in the Supplement 
to the Calculta Gazette. 

Ordered that a copy of this Resolution, as well as of the abstract referred 
to, bo forwarded to the Financial Department of this Government for informa- 
tion. Also, that copies of each be forwarded to al] Commissioners of Divisions, 
to all Suporintending Engincers of Circles in Bengal, to the Acvountant- 
General of Bengal, and to the Examiner of Public Works Accounts in Bengal, 
for information. 





By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 
J. ET, Nicos, Colonel, w.2., 


Secy. to the Goot. of Bengat 
in the B. W. Dept. 
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vam 99 Dusters, 
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Quarterly Alstract of Recvipts and Expenditure of the several 


ending 80th 
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ROAD FUND. 
pres 


District (Road) Commitioes for the 41 Quarter of the Cess Year 1874-75, 
September 1875. 
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Quarierly Abstract of Receipls and Expenditure of the several 
ending 80¢h 
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ROAD FUND.—(Continued.) 


District (Boat) Committees for the th Quarter of the 


September 1875. 


pITURE. 





Sencar 


ier 
















207 





Core Year 1874-75, 
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F. R. Boyer, 
Controller of Public Worke Accounts, Bengal, 
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Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops. 









































fatement starving Rainfell, Weather, ant State ant Prospects of the Crops in the different Dirtricis 
‘of Bengal, a3 reported to Government during the week ending the 11th March 1876. 
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Published for geueral information. 


Caveorra, Sramariens Deer. UL. J. 8. Corser, 
The Lith March 18T6. Offy. In. Sey. 1» the Govt, of Bengal. 





SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MARCH 15, 1876. 01 








Weokly Roport of Rainfall compiled at the Meteorological Reporter's Office. 
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vie sia. 
H, F. Brayronn 
Cawurray Meteoroleniea! Reporter ts the Gort, of India, 
The Uth Merch ISt6, Tu charge of Meteorological Offve, Bengal. 
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Moteorolowical Telegraphic Report for the period Sth to Ilth March 1878. 













































































win | cin | Spr 
~ 
oo 
ee a 
ain 
i t 
sin 2 
S38 
q ‘ 
ve 
He 
re, 
fe te 
tbe ts 
fe : 
ew 12 fe. 
: & 
‘ & 
whe i 
ww a The 
ah wv | y an 
ms R Pale TE 
as. aw [ott [# ie 
i} 4 san 1 \y hme 
| aro cmew ce : 
rd bee ies ff 
* for Exs |i 
zy 
\ te 
| : 
| | is 
a | : 
ay {h 
ts te 
| : 
te 
: 
: i 
ines i 
a“ sf 
ue i 
a i 
: I 
ehy 4 
3 eh 
: ie : 
2 i; : 
4 | : 
g ake ‘ 
e v4 i 
f i, 1 
: ae i 
* . : 
2 whe ; 
& i i 
Hy ety | : 
‘ Re : 
: : H 
3 ¢ i 
& ats : 
z ‘ i 
e Hi i 
2 e : 
B he : 
: w i 
ae ea 
ducnees, "Deroy 
ba ak. Metersloial Negorto tein bool of Inia, 


In charge of Meteorological Office, Bengal. 
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Results of the Meteo: ical Observations taken at the Surveyor-Gedertl's Office, 
icutta, from Ist to 7th March 1870. 
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‘The meun barometer, ue likewise the dry und wet bull thermometer means, are derived form 
the tweuty-four hourly observations made dari 

Tre dew-point. i sarmputed with the Sieeenwie evnsta in 10 represent 
the humidity of the air, the complete saturation of whic being taken ai unity. ‘The recraver of the 
Towor rain gange ie I fact, and that of the anamometsr 7H fret 10 incl abou the level uf the 
road. ‘The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson's anrtaometer isrexistered frum noon to noe. 














‘Phe extreme variation of temapernture daring the past sevon days it 
‘The mariroum temperature divine the past seven days o 

The anzimum temperature dasing the earrespontng porid of tho pact year 

The meen hurwiity toring the past sevon days , 
The moan iiumidity daring the corresponding period ofthe yast year 
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‘Wookly Return of Trafic Receipts on Indian Railwaye 
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Present: 
‘Pho Hon'ble G. C. Pavi, Acting Adeocals-Cencral, presiding, 
‘The Hon'ble II. 1. 1 
‘Pho Hon’blo Sie Si 
‘The Hon’ble H. J. Rv 
The Hon'ble TI. Bi 
‘The Hon'ble Banoo JuccapaNoxn Mooxewser, Rar Bananoor, 
Tho Hon'ble Banoo Rawsinmxen Sex, Rar Bawapoor, 
‘Tho Hon'ble T. W. Buooxrs, . 
‘The Hon'ble Basoo Krastonas Pat, 
‘The Hou'ble Nawan Sep Asouur Aut Duzer Jono, .81, 

and 

The Hov’blo Mowive Mner Manostro Aus. 


CALCUTTA MUNICIPALITY. 

‘The How'aus: Si Srvast Hono moved that tho Bill to consolidate and 
amend, the law relating to tho minieipal afluirs of Caleutta be furthor consi- 
ered, ia order to tho witlomont of ite causes, 

"Pho motion was agroed to. 
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‘The Hox'aur Siz Sruazr Hooa said that tho amendments to which he pro- 
josed to call tho attention of tho Council to-day wore all more or less of a 
Rormal eharacter, and had been suggested duving tho discussion on this Hill at 
tho last, meeting of the Council. ‘Tho hon’ble momber opposite (Me. Bri) 
bad pointed out that there was no distinct provision in the [ill to enable Joint 
Stock Companics to vote, end in order to moot this omission he had now the 
honor to move that, at the'end of the first paragraph of Soction 7, the 
following words be innerted -—= 

“Provided that any Company registerod under ‘Tho Indian Companies’ Act, 1866.’ 
which has paid such rates or taxos in the manner aforesaid, shall bo outitled to one 
in the ward in which the place of business of tho maid Company ix situated, and euch 
shall bo given by the Secretary of the Company, or some other porson duly authorised in 
that behalf.” ‘ 

‘That would provido for overy registorod Company in Caleutta having a vote, 

‘Tho motion was agreed to, 

The Hox'sue Six Sruawr Hose said that Section 10 as drafted according 
to the suggestion of his hon’ble friend Mn. Bent, was not in the hands of th 
Council, but it had been published in the Gazette of she 23rd February, and it 
provided that a person holding property in different wards of tho town might 
lect in which ward ho should votc. According to thu’ section no porson 
should be entitled to vote in more than ono ward, bat any person qualified to 
vote might vote in the. ward in which he resided, or in’ which his place of 
business was situated, or in which any property on recount of which he had 
paid rates was situated. Some doabi had been expressed ax to the meaning of 
the section, and therefore, in order to make it a little more definite, it was 
proposed to add the following words ufier paragraph 2 of that section :— 

“very parton qualified to vote ax hervinbefora provid may votn for as many enndi- 
ates as thury are Comuuissioners to by eloted in tho wand which is allotted (o auch person 
‘under Section 13, but no person 60 qualitied shall be eutitlod to giv’ more than oue vote to 
ny one candidat” 

‘iat was to exy, overy person entitled to voto might vote for an many 
Commissioncrs as wero allotted to the ward in which he voted, but he would not 
be allowed to give more than one votw for each candidate, 

‘The How're Mr. Bute strongly objected to tho latter part of this amend 
ment, namely, that no person 0 quilified shull be entitlod to give more than one 
vote to any ono candidato.” Ho thought that in a town lik» Calcutta, where 
there were so many different nationalities, it was very desirablo that minorities 
should have a chance of being represented in the Municipal Corporation. 
According to the last census returns, the vast majority of tho population of 
Calcutta consisted of Hindus, but thero was a large’ Kuropean and a largo 
Mahoinedan population, and he thought it was yery desirable that these classes 
of the community should have a chance of sonding their representatives to the 
municipal body, and therefore, instead of the words to which he had taken 
exception, ho would proposo, as an amendment, the insertion of the following 
words:—* Or he may give all his votes in favor of ono candidate.” Ho might 
also say that, if tho system of cumulative voting had boon found usefal and 
desirable in England, ft would be much more useful and much more desirable 
in aplace like Celeutta; infact, if we did not allow cumulative voting, bo 
much doubted whether the European and Mahomedan communities would be. 
able to return a single representative of their own. ‘Thercfore he thought that, 
instead of limiting 2 man to one vote for each candidate, he should he allowed. 
to give all his vows to any candidate he pleased. 

‘The How’are Sir Stuart Hoso said that ho had no possible objection to 
offer to tho amendment, as it would assist minorities to sond representatives of 
their own to the Corporation. 3 ‘ 

‘The ‘Hox’stx Banoo Kareropas Pat said that ho did not quito understan 
tho naturo of the amondment. 

‘The How’sie Mr. Brut said that, eupposing three Commissioners were to 
bo elected from e ward, under the torms of the hon'ble mover’s proposition, a 
ratepayor or taxpayer who had-threo votes to givo could only give one, vole 
to cach man whom it wan proposed to elect, bat by the amendment suggested 
the voter could give all his three votes to one man, 
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Tho Hox'suz Banoo Kutstopas Par. said he quite understood that part of 
the smondment, but wished toknow whether it was proposed to oxtend the 
privilege of voting for moro candidates than one to persous according to the 
amount of rates they paid. 

The How'ux Mr. Butt replied that he did not understand that that question 
was at present before the Council, They were now considering tho amendment 
te independent of the amount of rates which a 
He did not quite agree with the clause which the hou'ble mover of 
tho Bill proposed, pnd he would be quite prepared to support a substantive 
amondment to tho effect proposed by tho hou'lle member opposite (Buboo 
Kristodas Pal). For his own part, however, he might say that he thought a 











man should have votes according to the rates ho paid. 

‘Tho amendment proposed hy the Hon'ble Mr, Bell having b 
by Sir Stuart Hogg, and tho sense of the Council being in favor of the proposi- 
tion, the Present obsorved that, as tho prineiple was adinitted, the matter had 
bottor stand over, #0 as to givo suflivient time for the drafting of the section. 

‘The Hov'sts Banoo Kisronas Pat movell that, at the end of seetion 10, 
the following words be inserted: 

“<Bvory person shall Le entitled to voto in every wank in whieh any land or masonry 
buildings on acount of which he las paid ratos to tho un oant aud ia the maauer muntioneal 
in Section 7 ix situated, 

At & previous sitting of tho Couneil the quostion covered by his amend- 
ment had been discussed and thrown out; but since then it had been 
suggested to him by the hon’ble member opposite (Mr. Bell) that the principle 
for which he bad contended was recognized in somo of the. Iocal government 
Acts in England; in fuet, under the joint operation of the Public Health and 
local government Acts in England, « person having property in more wards than 
one was entitled to vote in every oue of them within @ cortain limit, He was 
therefore encouraged to put forward this amendnent again. The principle, he 
submitted, was ono which could uot bo disputed on broad grounds of justice, 
‘Aosording to tha mule loid down in tho Bil ay it stood at proteus a pola who 
paid Re. 25 per year in ratos and taxes was entitled to one vote only, that was 
to aay, in only'one ward; but if ho held property whieh qualified him to be a 
voter inmore’ wards than one, he would have to seloct some one of the several 
wards in which he would liko to exorcise his vote. Now, there were many porsons 
in Calcutta who owned property iu more wards than oug, audit would not be 
just to duprive thom of the p of voting im as many wards as they 
possessed property in. He was aware that the principle thet each ratepayer 
should vote in only one ward had been recognized in the general Municipal 
Acts in England; but considering tho cireamsiances of Caleutta, and bearing 
in mind that tho ¢xperiment of lectivo ace goversmunt in this city wes now, 
and that the principle of cumulative voting hal been reesgaized gnd acted 
upon in certain eases in England, he thought that thos who had #ffe lursest 
stake in the town ought. to be suficiontly reprownted in it. Folding these 
views, he ventured to propose this amendment. He might add that he was 
prepared to place a limit on the number of votes for wards, and if the Council 
desired it, ho would add to the words which he had already moved the 
following =— 

“Provided that no person shall bo entitled to voto inv more than five wards.” 

He should also state that all that he wished to da was to ask the Council to 
eonsider the principle ombedied in his uneutaients they might afterwards 
setile the wording. Ithad beon Lrought to his notico that some modification 
‘was necessary in the wording, the words “or taxes” being, through un over- 
sight, omitted after the word “rates.” 

ww’our Str Sroant Hoo said thut the question now raised had been 
dincased 08 ‘e provious mecting of the Council a rejected, but the hon’ble 
member hed thought propor to bring it forward again. It ‘was 2 subject on 
which considerable difereneo of opinion existe Ie would enable large toa 
ristors, who held property in a great many wards, as many wealthy natives 
in’ the city. did, prec in. gz” many wards as they posectoed property, and 
‘would thus throw much power in the hands of persons holding house property 


om accepted 





















































S12 SUPPLEMENT TO°THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MARCH 22, 1476, 

















in difforent quarters of the town. Ho theréfore felt it his dity to voto against 
the amendment. At any rate, if it were accepted, the wording of the clause 
would require tobe altorel, axoaly “rates? and-not “ tases? were, he belieyed, 
intended by the moyer to be taken into account, 

‘The Uox'ue Mx Brut did not agree with the hon'ble movor of the 
Bill, that this question hud glrealy been settled in Council, and did not 
Uu-refore see why they, should ot now consider it, He was under tho 
impression that the majority of the Couneil were in favor of giving a greater 
share of representation to men having property in, different wards. "Je eould 
seo no conceivably objection why a person might not have a vote in each ward. 
in which he had qualifying property, smd he could not think that it would give 
undue influence ty any one member of the community who possesséd a consider- 
able number of houses in various parts of the town, 

Hos'wa: Sie Srvawe Hove remurked ihat if the principle of the 
were carried out and acted upon, a man who had thirty houses in 
the town would have sixty votes, 

‘Whe Hos'ntr: Mu, Beat, thought that if'a man had so much property, he 
should have so many votes given hin. At the same time, there was a pre 

@ lioble mover which the Council might accept. 
x Sreaut Hoag said thot what he objected to was the 
pine neudment, If the amendment were accepted, it was a 
matter of «mall importance whether the proviso were inserted or not, 

‘The Hoy'str Me, Dassen asked whether or not the question had already 
been definitely settled hy this Council 

The Lox'rte rue Peesinent said that he did not think it had: he believed 
it had only bee provisionally disease 

The Hox'rrs Banoo Kristopas Par said that the hon’ble mover of the 
Bill had moved a roxolution on which he had suggested an amendment, but he 
believed nothing was definitely settlod. 

The Hox'nta: Mu, Bras, said that ax far as he recollected the matter stood 
in this way. ‘The hon’ble mover of tho Bill lad moved that when @ man 
had property in more wards than onc, the Chainuan should say in whieh 
ward ho entitled to voto. ‘The hon’ble member opposite (Baboo Kristo- 
das Pal) had suzgested that he should be allowed to vote in all the wards, but 
Mx. Het. had put forward a second suggestion, that a man should be allowed 
in which ward he would use vote. His suggestion had had the 
general approval of the Council, bat nothing definite had been settled. 

Afier some further conversation the Council divided : 























































































Ayes 6 \ Kor 3. 
‘The How’ble Rahoo Kristedas Pal ‘Tho Hon'ble Bir Stuart Hogg. 

se Nagwab Speed Ashgur Ali | Me, Dampier 

2 -Moulvie Mecr Mahomed Alt. 2 Mr Reynolds 

{Mr Brookes % Baloo Juggudanund, Mookeree, 


3 Mr Bott % Bisboo Ranisbunker 
the President, | 
The motion was therefore carried 
The How'ntx Sin Srusev Hooe said that, ho had next to, proposo that tho” 
following parograpis be insortod at tho end of Section LL :— 

“1 any person is cleeted a Commissioner for more than one of the said warde, he ehall, 
within throe diye of the dato of th election, choose, oF in defanlt thereof, the Chairman 
shall forthwith declare the ward for which such person sholl serve ; and such person shall 
thereupon be held to be elected in that ward only which ho shall sa choose, or which the 
Chairman shall so deolare ; and thereupon the rate and tax-payers of the other ward or wards 
in which the sid person has been elected @ Commissiouer shall forthwith proceed to elect 
ancther Commissioner in the manner provided by this Act. 

“Whore an equality of votes is found to exist between any two candidates at any eleotion 
under this Act, sud the addition of w yoto would entitle any of such candidates to be elected 
a Commissioner, the Chairman may give such additional vote, end the candidate to whom 
such alditional vote hss beon given sll thereupon be held to be elected a Commisiangr.” 

‘Tho firet clause merely provided for eases whiich were likely to oocur of 
‘one gentleman boing elected for more than one ward. In the, second clause, 
provision had been made for the possibility of an equality of votes, and the 
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clause would ensblo tho Chairman in such @ caso to decide which of the twa 
candidates should be elected. 

The How's Banoo Keistonis Pat sid that tho first amondment he had 
‘to move was that the word * five” bo substituted for “ three” in the first clause. 
Tt was possible that u man might not bo in Calentta ae the time of his election, 
and three days, therefore, wus two short a period within which he should come 
to a decision. 

‘The How'nty Six Stuer Hoco said that he accepted the amendinent; he 
iad no objection to * five” heing substituted for * threw.” 

The Hox'me Banoo was Pat, wid that he next objected to the 
words “tho Chairnsuy shall forthwith declare.” He was of opinion that the 
matter had better be loft to the choice of the person elected. 

‘The Hox'nis Tir; Parsiixt pointed out that the clause wh 
membor objreted to wasin the furn of au alternative, If the a 
loft to the person elected, was not availed of with 
‘was then oily that tho ( sould decide 

The Mor'nuz Mu, Beuw said that he believed some misapprehension 
existed in consequence of the words “shall declare.” As hal been pointed 
out by the Hon'ble the President, there was nething whatever to interfere with 
tho right of scloction which might be exercised hy the person cleetod for two 
wards, and it was only in ensi he did not oxercise his right within the time 
named that the Chairnn could decide, There eould be no possible objection 
to this power being vested in the Chairman; and, if tho person clected had 
no intention of being a issioner ab all, he anight simply resign when the 
Chairman's dveision wits made known. 

‘The Hoy'nie Banoo Kurstonas Pas, said, if the Council did not think there 
was anything objectionable in the clause, he would not press his amendment, 
With refervnce to the second clause, regardinz equality of votes, he thought 
that in sucl a caso lots should Le drawn to decide which of the two persons 
elected shuld sit as 4 Commissioner, instead of the easting vote being given 
to the Chairman, who would not bo ‘one of the electors. Ho therefore “moved 
an ameidwnent to that oflvet. 

‘The Hux'uis Mx. Beau thought that at home the question was decided 
by the drawing of lots 

‘The Hox’ Ste Stuarr Hoan said he believed that the « tellers” at home 
gave the casting vote in cases of equulity of votes. Here, howerer, he thought 
that the decision should be left to the Chairman. 

‘The Hox’pie tHe Punsinenr thonght there would be no harm in this power 
being vested in the Chairman, considering the extreme improbubility of such 
ceases being of frequent occurrence. 

"The amend.. cut Was then put and negative, aad the o 
agreed to. . 

‘Section 12 provided, among other thiags, that the Licutonant- Governor 
should have power to make rales & for the purpose of regulating elections.” 

The Hox'ma: Sue Srianr Hocu moved that, after the word “ elections,” 
the following words be inserted = . 

And may declare the pwuultics which shal! bo inoarred by the braaoh of ny of the 

‘Lor modify auy of tho said rulos, ‘The oxponses of all 
cout of the Afuicipal Fund” 

"Pho first part of the ariendment merely: cnablod the Lieutonant-Governor 
to declare the. penaltics incurred fo" broasl of «ny rulo which, under Section 12, 
it was proposed to empower him to pass, and the second. elduso was to enable 
the Commissioners to pay the exponsos incidental to election. 

The Hor'vus Mz, Bett doubted, with rogard to tho first part of the 
amendment, whether the Council evi empower the Licutenant-Govornor 
4o declare penalties; that is, he doubted whether penalties could be legally 
imposed undor rulos so framed. Le thouglit it would be better if the eonsi- 
eration of the matter stood over. 

‘The Bor'six Mx, Danriez askod whothor the hon’ble membor thought 
thete was uy distinction in this reepect betwoon the power given to Municipali. 
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ties to frame hyc-laws which roquired the approval of tho Lieutenant-Govarnor, 
‘ond this pewer which it was proposed to givo to the Lieutenant-Govornor. 

‘he Hov'nus: Mn. Bett ssid that he hed not como to Council to discuss 
the subject, and was therofore not propared to give a efinite opinion on tho 
case put; but it appeared to him that thero was a very groat distinotion 
betwoon ‘the eases mentioned by the hon’ble member and the general power 
whicy it was proposed to give fo the Lieutonant-Governop under this amendment. 
When under the Municipal Acts power was given to munieifalitios to frame 
bye-laws, it was wlways eloarly laid down for what spocific purposos those 
bye-luws were to be framed, and x limit was always fixed us to the amount of 
venalty to be incured for a breach of such byolais, In the amendment pro- 
posed however, the power of the Jucal Government to frame rules and to impose 
penalties yas unrestricted and unlimited. 

The Hox'sue rue Puesipenr stid that ho believed the hon’ble member's 
objection was a valid one so far as the imposing of a maximuin penalty wae con 
cerned. He thought the consideration of the matter had better bo postponed, 

After some further convorsation, the insertion of the words “ and may at 
any time eaneel or modify any vi tho said rules? was agreed to, and the 
coisideration of that portion of the clus, empowering the Lieutenant 
Governor to declare penaltiog, was postponed. 

Section 16 provided that an erroneous omission from, or entry 
of voters should not affect an election. 

The Hox’me Sin Sreanr Hose moved that at the end of the ssetion the 
following words be added :— 

© Aud us eleotion shall bo doomed {+ be invalid by searoa only of any dufeot of form 
in the conde thersat" 

‘Tho motion was put and agree to, 


Tho Hon'se Su: Sruawr Hoos moved that the following sectiun be inserted 
after Section 18:— 

IMA. Whoever, wing qualified to vote, or claiming to be qualified to vote, nt any: 
election undor this Avt, acoopta, oF obtains, ur ygroos to acucpt, or attenipts to obtain, 
hhimeelf or for any’ othor person, any gratification whataver, as e motive nr neveund for giving, 
or furbenring to give, his vote in any such v ection, sliall be Liable to a Hue not excoeding: oN 
randred rupees fer evory such offonce, ad shall fur ever bo disqualitied fiom voting: at any 
such lection, and from Ling elected w metber of the seid Corporation 

ud whoover, by any gift or reward, or by any promine, ageeum 
any gift or reward, eorrapts oF procurus, 
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or security for 
to wierapt or procum, any” person 40 give, 
or Farben to give, his vote ih jim, shall be Kable ton finn nt oxeeoding Bee 
hundred rupors for overy such offence, aut shall for ever be disqualified from voting at’ any 
‘nich election, and frora boing alucted a member of the said Coxporativn.”” 

‘The motion was put and agrees! to, 

Sectione 312 to 814 related to sivenses for markets, 














once to Sect 
313 of the Bill, he fyund thar they were so worded thut markets e: 
before Act VIII (B.C.) of Id7 1 was joussed might by closed iscretion of 
the Municipal Commissioners. I oclieved such was not the intontion with 
which the aoetions wore daufted, bat owing to tho omision of certain words 
occurring in the esisting law, the present sections would have the effeot to 
which he had drawn attontion. As ly entered the Council room that morning, 
he was shown @ coummunication addrisxed to the Council by several influential 
native gentlemen, who wore proprietors of some of the markets in the town. 
As the eonmumniestion wax short, aivt hu only boon received that morning, he 
would, with the permission of the Couneil, read the principal portions of it, 

"The petitioners said: . 

“Wo, the undersigned. proprietors of mfrkets in the Town of Calontta, beg leave to 
drow the atieution of the Hon’bie the L‘cutenant-Governor in Council to the provisions in 
‘the ( aloutte Municipal Hill rolaiing Go warkets 

“ Act VIIL of 1871 makes o dictinction between existing and now market, With 
rogard to present markets, Seation 6 requitw that thoy aro to bo registered, and, with 
regard to new markets, Soctions 1 to 8 provide that they are to be lic under tho 
conditions mentioned therein. All markets are equelly enbjoct to abaitary reputations, But 
the licansed marketa—that is, new markets arn liable\to. be closed by order of the Justices 
‘Gestion 5}, if the owner thersol bewonvictad ‘hres timoe under Seotion 
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4 Phe reason of thi ion is obvious. Considornblo onpital hae been invested 
markets by private indiviluals: some of thom have been in existance for moze that hall a 
coontary, if not longer; nnd, if it were left fo tho diserotion of the Municipal Commissioners 
to grant a license or not gina. if it worn ruled that oli markets may bo vlosed on theve ooneie. 
tions, St would be ‘autartount to a eonfivtion of private property, particularly ax n motive 
for competition with thom hws heen suppliod to the Municipality by empowering it to appro- 
‘Piate the municipal fands to speculations of this kind. 

‘The potttionors then wont on to arguo their caso, and concluded ax 
follows:— 

* Ascordingly, we would Inumibly pray that Mis Monor nal be ploased 
to oxempt existing markets from thin opmations of Seutinns 212, BI as at prosont.” 

He need not say much in illustration of the views and arguments ect 
forth in the memorial ‘The hon’ble mover of the Bill was awe that old 
markets, existing before the Act of 1871 was pased, required auly to be 
registered, while new murkots—that was to sty, markets ostablished after 
1871—required a licens» which it was in the diserviion of the Justices. to grant 
or not. But with regard to old markets the Justices had » discretion whatever; 
they could only enforce sanitary regulations with a view to keep markets ina 
proper condition, and there susitary regulations had hitherto heen find quite 
Tetlcion When tha protentUlll was dratid, uo Soloct Gomition ware cde 
tho improwion—at Toast ho for one was minder that improssion—that the 
existing law on this subject was simply to be recnasted. But his attention 
was only Inst week drawn to the provisions i the Hill by some of tho signa: 
tories fo the memorial, and he found that the omission of certain words, 
which were in Section # of Act VILL of 1871, lid produced the alarm, dissatie. 
faction and complaint under notice. ‘The woris had been omitted were 
unless such place shall have been used as a market for the salo of such articles 
at the time of the passing of this Act.” THac was to say, if a market hud 
Been in existence before the passing of Act VIII of 1871, then three conyicti 
would not justify the Justices in closing the market; ie, three: convictions for 
not taking out « license. ‘The corresponding svetion in tho Hill, Section 312, 
gave power to the Commissioners to grout licenses for markets, by which 
was evidontly meant new markets But the next svetion (313) provided 
that whoever used a p a market whieh was not licensed under this 
Act would be liable to a fine not execeding Ks. 200, and the following seetior 
(314) provided that whenever three convietions should have been pronounced 
under the preceding section in respeet of tlw: sume place within the space of 
one year, the market might be closed. Now, the old markets did not, undor 
the existing law, necd a license, but this was not distinctly stated in the present 
Bill, He believed that the omission way due to an over but 
how the re-enactment of the old aw was necessary, in order to do justice to the 
proprietors of old markets who had vested intorests in them, Ho dad therofure 
given notice of his intention to move that the following wonks be inserted after the 
word “Act” in Section 113 :—* Unless such pliee shill have leew used ax a 
market for the sale of such articles at the commencement of Kenseal Act. VILL 
of 1871, or of this Act.” He bolieved the words or of tis Act would be 
objected to, and he would not therefne press that point. Ac the same time 
he ought to mention that the hon'ble of the Bill had sugsesteil 
another amendment to follow Section 313, wich was as follows :—' Provided 
that the provisions of this section chail not apply te waurkots zepistered unl: 
Bection 6, Act VILL B.C.) »f 1871.7) Ye did uot eare whieh ga endinent vas 
carried, 60 long as the object of the petitioners was gained. 

‘Phe How'me Mu. Duster pointed out thet neither of the two amend- 
mente would fully moet the objections of the petitioners. 

The Hox'nte Mu. Revsouns asked whether the Hon'ble mover was prepared 
40 aovept a'similur proviso to Section 281, whieh « similar provisions as 
» ter-houses, It uppoarod to hint that the principle was the, same in 
Pras provisions which applicd to markets equally upplied to siauglter- 
houses. on 

‘Dhe.How’sue tue Parsipxnt observed that the Ticonsing of slaughtor- 
bonses and markets stood on an entirely different fwoting. What might be ubso- 
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lutoly snd. imperatively necessary in regard to slaughterhouses might not be 
necessary for markets. All matkets were supposod to be kept in &* compara 
tively clean state. 

After some conversation, the principle urged by"tho Hox’sue Banoo 
Kwstons Pat was accepted’ by the Couneil, and, at tho suggestion of the 
Hon'ble the President, the matter was postponed, with a view to the sections 
being re-drafted. ‘ 4 


‘The Hox'nte Ste Stuart Hocg said that Section 331 provided that “the 
Commissionors shall set aside yearly out of their annual ineome, before making 
any disbarsements in respect thereof, a sum of not less than two per eent. on 
the total sun borrowed Ly tho Gommissioners for the purpose of any enset- 
ment herehy expressly repealed, &¢.” But it did not provide that the “interest, 
on the debi should be w first charze, hecause it was considered that the fact of 
the Justices having signed the debentures was sufficient security for: the pay 
ment.of the interest, "But this was objectod to by the hon’ble member opposite 
(Mr. Bell) who unged that the interest on the debentures, as well as the sinking 
fund, should be made a first charge oa the Municipal Fand. In order, theroforo, 
to meet that objection, he hed now to. move that. after the word! thereof” 
in line 4 of Section 331, the following words be inserted -— 

« Firstly. ~Such sua us may be requinsl for the payment of the interest which may 
fall duo on any debentures istuod under the authority of this Act, or of any eanetment 
Lhoreby exprcly repealed ; ervadly,” 


‘The motion was put and agreed to. 


GUATWALI POLICE (BANCOORAH). 
‘The Hox’nie Mr. B11 postponed the motion which stood in his name for 
leave to introduce 1 Hill to regulate the Ghatwali Police in the district of 
Bancoorah. On reading through tho papers which had been sont to him, he 
found that the information which they contained wus not sufficiently explicit to 
enable him to make a satisfactory sintoment. to the Cuuneil of the objets and 
roagons of the Bill, 
The Council was then adjourned to Saturday, the 18th instant. 























Saterday, the 18th March 1876, 


Present 


‘His Hoxos me Lievrexany.Govswxor oF Bewaut, presiding, 
The Won'blo H. L. Dawpren, 

‘Tho Hon'ble Sue Sruavr Hose, Kr, 

‘The Howble H. J. Rerxouns, 


Tho Hon'ble H. Ben, 
‘The Hon'ble Banoo Juagavanuxy Mooxerser, Rat Banapoox, 
‘The Hon'ble Banoo Raw Snuwner Sex, Rat Banapoor, 
‘The Hon'ble T, W. Brooxes, | 
The Hon'ble Basoo Karsropad Pat, 
an 
‘Tho Hou’ble Nawan Syep Asuaar Aut Dinze Juno, cs.t. 





PARTITION OF ESTATES. 


‘ThoHow’ste Me. Daxorer presented the report of the Select Committee 
on the Bll to make better provision for the partition of estates paying revenue 
to Government in the Lower Provinces of the Presidency of Fort William in 
Benge}, ‘The Council were aware that this Bill had been in its settlement a 
serious matter. The Select Committee or the mover of the Bill had bee’ in 
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constant communication with those officers throughout Bengal who were to 
the greatest extent employed in making prrti ind who were most familiar 
with the subject of the Bill ‘The Select Committee. had had to grapple with 
most dificult subjects, which hohad mentioned in his speech asking leave to 
introduce the Bill, “And le had great satisfaction in saying that, they 
had been able to come to an unanimous agrcenient, he might say, in_al 
{important points. In the Committoe’® revor: the changes miude inthe Bill 

been very fully set out, and he should only mention tho most. important 
of them. 

‘The Committoe had in the Bill laid down a procedure for these intricate 
ceases ; they had adopted tho principle that 2 mcorded proprietor, who was in 
possession of tho sharo im respect of which ho was the recorded proprietor, and 
8 such only, was entitled to apply for the putition of an estate. On tho other 
hand, they had allowed unrecorded propriciors, pycrsons who elaimed rights 
as proprietors but who were not rovorded on the Collector's register, to come 
forward and make objections, becauso it was most ineonvenient! in these 
protracted and intricate cass to have cbjections of any kind, which wore 
really valid and worth atiention, deferred until the ease had proceeded to the 
later stages. . 

‘Tho Committee hut provided that 110 partition should be mado whieh 
would result in the formation of a separate estate Tiable for an annual amount 
of revenue less than Hs, 20, sand of which the assets would Te less than Rs. 200, 
unless the proprictor of such ostate agreed to reilcem the revenue for whieh 
such estate Would be liable by « eapitalizcd payment at such rate as the 
Licutenant-Governor may determine with reference to the circumstances 



































of tho estate. This was provided with the view of stopping the split. 
ting up of estates almost into fields which was going on in ‘Tirhoot, and 
perhaps in other districts. litherto it had licen ruled by the High Court, 
and the raling had the cfivct of law, that vo batwarah of sn estate could be 





made under Regulation XIX of 1814, if a private partition had beon made 
between tho proprictors of an estate, a private partition of lands which consti- 
tuted a joint undivided estate as regards tle responsibility for land revenue, 
The Committee had remedied this, aud had provided that where a private 
partition of the lands existed, if all the partics agreed king a joint 
application, the Collector miizht give effect to an amicable division of the land 
under the provisions of this Taw. And more than this, they had provided that 
whon Quch a private division of land was accompanied by a privato axango- 
ment as to the amount of rovenuo for which each proprietor's share should 
be liable, the Collector might accept and recognize under the law an ami- 
cable division of tho jumma as well as an amicablo division of the land 
when this could be dond without danger to the public revenue. If, on the other 
hand, it would endanger tho rovente, the Collector might refuso to make any 
partition of such estate under this Act, unless the parties agreed to allow the 
Fevenue on each scparate estate to he assessed in proportion to the assets of 
each separate ostato, according to tho ordinary principle. 

‘On one point the Committee had made a material alteration in the existing 
Jaw. Under the existing law, as soon as anestato was admitted to separa 
tion, separate accounts were opened in respect of the different shares, and 
from that moment tho sharc of each proprictor becamo answerable only 
for ita proportionate share of the land revenue. Now tho Committee had 

wided that nothing in this law should roliove any part of tho lends 
Sonstituting a paront catato from their Tinbility for tho entiro land revenue 

upon such estate, until the partition proceedings wore completed, and 
‘each party was put in possossion of his share, although that was an alteration 
of tho batwarah law it did not put propriotors in any worse position than they 
ere now. The Committee had not thought it necessary to make any mention 
Ja this Bill of this modo of protecting shares during the progress of the 
gaitition proceedings, Hecauto thera was another law, Act XI of 1850, which 
‘forded. the means of such protection by opening separate accounts with the 
Gollector.”* The Bill as now drafted mercly came to this, that, in order to 
Protect their sheres in sich eases, proprictors must avail themselves of the 
‘proviaions of Act XI of 1850. 
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Under the old lave, if any porson claiming to be a-proprietor disputed tho 
oxtont of the right which the applicant for partition doclared himself to 
old, that was enough to bar any farther proceedings. ‘The Committee had 
provided that when any such objection was made to the extent of interest 
claimed by tho applicait, ore question of right and title wus raised as 
Detivcen the applicant and other persons claiming to be proprictors, it should 
be im the discrotion of tho Golleetor cither to refuse to make tho partition 
(which lio would naturally do when it appeared to him that the objestor’s claim 
‘was based on good grounds,) or, if satisfied that the applicant was in possession 
in accordance with his claim,” to disvct that the partition shoald proceed in 
accordance with the applicani’s claini, (which course the Collector would pro- 
ably adopt if he was impressed with the, idea that the objector’s claim to 
right was frivolous,) or to dircet that the proceedings be postponed for four 
months in order to give the objector an opportunity of instituting a suit to 
try the question in dispute (which the Collector would probably do if he 
thought that there was a fair chance of such a suit resulting in. favor of the 
objector). If the objector availed line of these four months allowed to him, 
the decree might place him in, the position of a joint shaxer in the entire paront 
estate, But if the claimant of the dieputod share—tho objoctor to the partition 
roceedings who was not in possession omitted to instituto a auit within the 
four months allowed to him, but did institute such a suit aftorwards and got 
a decree, that deeroe would bo subject to the partition proceedings, and would 
have to state in which of the seperate estates ereated out of the paront estata 
tho deerce was to be enfurecd, aud to what extent it was to bo enforced in 
cach, 

Part IV of the Bill was absolutely new. It. treated of establishments 
under the Act, the payment of the establishments, and the levy of their 
cost from the partics to’ the partition proceedings. 

‘Then, in Burt VI, tlie Committce liad made what they hoped would be 
‘an important improve Heretofore, under the old law tho amecn, the 
man appointed to measure the linds and draw up the papers, was also allowed 
to indicate how the estate should he divided ; to suggost in a rough way that 
A should have his lands allotted to him on the south-east and B's in the eouth- 
‘wost, and so forth. ‘This power was notoriously abused by men in the position 
of ameens. The Bill provided that the ameen should ‘merely measure tho 
Jands and ascertain thioir rental. Having done that, the Deputy Collector was 
himself to decide in what general direction the parent estate should belivided 
und whero each sharer's lands should Tie. 

Onv great point of dissatisfaction in a butwarah hud been when the 
dwelling-house of one of the propriciors fell in the estato of another proprietor. 
Tt was very much against native feeling for one proprictor of what had beon 
a joint estate to he the tenant of another. ‘Tho Committee had provided that 
in’ such cases, where the dwolling-hnuse of a propriotor foll in tho estate 
‘of unother proprictor, the lund occupied by it should be assossed af a fair rental, 
which should bo fixod in perpetuity by ho Doputy Collector ; and not only 60 
but when tho rontal liad boon s0 fixed, the Committoe had given power 
to tho owner of the dwelling-house to’ redeom the rental so fixed by a 
capitalized paymont at ones, So that if it was unavoidable that one proprietor 
should havo his dwelling-honse and its immediate grounds in another pro- 
Friotors estate, ho might still old it as a rent-free tenure if he cove to 
lo 


‘The Committee had dealt with the very difficult question of lands which 
were held ou a permanent teaufe created by all the proprietors of the estate, 
It was one of the cruces with which they had to deal, aud they hed come to 
an unanimous opinion upon it. . 

Another difficulty was as to lauds claimed both by the propristor of the 
tho estate to be brought under partition and the propristor of a neigh: 
Douring estato; the Committe had also mado provisions which they hoped 
‘would clear up that difficulty, 
oN They bad empowered the Collector, after bretking op the parent setate 
into soparate estates, o cause the proprietors to put ay bosndary marks ‘atound 
each estate so a8 to preserve them intact in future, ‘these marks wera to be. 
‘maintained under the Bengal Survey Act of last year. : 
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They had ‘ided that all sums payable under the Act suould’be levied 
as demands under Bengal Act VII of 1863, 

‘They had defined very carefully what. orders of the Collector, of a Deputy 
Collector and of a Cominiscioner should bo eppeulable as of right to the 
superior revenue authoritios, but had givon a gencral power of supervision, 
control, and rovision to the Board of Rovonue and tho Commissioner over 
all tho proceedings and orders of tho subordinate revenue authotities, angl they 
had defined carofully what orders of the revenuo «ificials under the Act should 
not be liable to be contested in tho Civil Court or otherwise than before the 
revenue anthoritics. 

‘The Bill was so entirely different from what it was when 1 was referred 
to the Select Committee for consideration, that he must, refer hon’ble mambors 
‘to tho draft itsclf for further details. The Bill should be in the hand of the 
members to-day, and it might be considered at the next meeting of the 
Council. 

‘Tho Hox’ Banoo Keusropas Pan said the Bill had been carefully 
considered and settled by the Committee. If the Bill was published for general 
information for a reasonable time, those interested mizht send in representations 
‘on the subject. He knew that several persons inte: in this Bill did not 
think proper to send in communications to tho Council, because they 
understood that tho Sclect Commitice wore making material alterations in the 
Bill, and they had deferred submitting their opinions until the report of the 
‘Committoo was published. 

INQUIRY INTO RENT DISPUTES. 

‘The How’nue Mr. Daurter presented tho Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bill to provide for inquiry into disputes rogarding the ront payable by 
ryots in certain estates, and to prevent agrarian disturbances, He said the 
Committee had felt some difficulty in rogard to the question of the powers of 
this Council to legislate in the miatter. But after a ood deal of consideration 
and discussion these havo heen solved, and they had no doubt that. the Bill in 
its prosent form was within the power of this Council. 5 

‘The alterations made by the Select Commitice were chiefly in tho form 
und wording of the Bill; the substance was vory much what if was when the 
Bill was referred to the Select Committoc. The schemo of the Bill was that 
whon tho Licutenant-Governor should consider that there was a dispute 
regarding rents of sufficiont importanco to warrant his taking action under 
this special low, end when, any of the persons coneorned “should apply 
do hist to take such action, the Lieatonant-Governor should bo ablo to declare 
that this special procedure (for it was purely a Vravedure Bill) should bo 
enforeed in any specified tract. ‘Then (it being assumed that thore was some 
general question underlying the disputo) the 1 -Govornor was 
required to stato those matters of fact which should be ascertained by a 
general inquiry to be made by tho Collector. ‘The Collectsr would then make 
his inquiry for which tho Bill laid down the procedure, and would givo the parties 
an opportunity of sceing his report and making their objections. ‘Tho report 
and objections would be considered by the Commissioner ond Board of 
Revenue, and the Beard would como to a finding (practically tho finding would 
in effect be the Board's, although tho Collector was required to mako the formal 
order no to tho instructions of tho Board) on thoso gencral matters of 
fact which hed boon zeforred for determination by such” genoral inguiry, 
‘whorenpon rent suits and euics connected with rontof overy kind under Section 23 
of Act X of 1859 would become cognizable by the Collector undor this special 
jurisdiction, and would not be cognizable by the Civil Courts under Act VII 
‘of 1869, until the Lieutenant-Governor declared the tract to be no longer 
under. this special procedure. ‘Tho Collector would then try such suits, and 
all his ndings must be in accordance with the determination of matters of fact 
in the generat inquiry by tho Boord of Rovenue so fer as such dotcrminations 

licable 
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° riving ite jurisdiction, Joi @ had mainly folloy 

i ee Per Tedd. Whore those was simply a qeenthen of ‘sek 

adat a sarin ambant, th Colecors decision wes final.” Where a question 
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of right or title or enhancement or abstoment of rent was. involved an appeal 
was allowed, but instead of giving the appeal, as under Act X of 1858, to the 
Judge of the district, the appeal would lic to the Commissioner, and if the sum 
in dispute was above Rs, 5,000 a further appeal would lic to the Board of 
Rovonue. 

"Phere was one other point in the Bill which ho would notice. If the 
Collector found-in a suit that some question was involved which might better be 
tried By the Civil Court, he might rofer the suit to the Civil Court; and if the 
matter in dispute also involved a question of rent which the Collector 
could best determine, then, before referring the euit to thocourt, he would doter- 
ining that question of rent, and tho Civil Gourt would be bound to aecept that 
determination in its final decision of the suit which had been referred to i 

There was-one point in which there had been much difference of opinion in 
the Scloct Committee, und on this two of tho members had recorded « dissent, 
J wae vory-anich pretend upon the Comaitte that, they ought to insrt some 
sort of ruld in the Act by which the Collector should be guided when ho found it 
necessary to fir the mte of rent payable by occupancy ryote, Ho for ono 
thonght that if a good practical rulo could’ havo been’ fixed upon, it would 
Lave been a good thing. ut the Commitice had found it impracticable to 
do so, and if if was remombered thet this was a procedure Bill, the defect 
would not seem to be so great. For instance, he sew thut his hoitble friend 
opposite (Baboo Kristodas Pal) said in his dissent to the report:— 

“ It is ubsolutely left to the discretion of the Collector, or rather the Deputy Collector, 
to settle the priucipls on which tho rent is to be Ged, ‘Tlis means the suspension of law 
‘and the promulgation of i ty which I cannot too strongly express my objection.” 

‘Mn. Dawrtze desired to point out that this was a procedure law. What- 
evor discrotion there was, was a discration which was allowed by the existing law, 
Act X of 1899, the principles of which remained fully in force, and to these, 
whatever they mizht be, vague as they were, the Collector was bound to 
adhere, ‘Thuis Bill gave the Collector no'more latitude in determining a ques- 
tion of enhancement according to his diseretion than evory moonsif’ glready 
exercised under the existing rent law. ‘The rule laid down by the existing 
law was a fair aud equitable rate, and according to this Bill enhancement or 
abatement of rent could only be detormined at a fair and equitable xate. 

‘Tho rule was neither wiade more strict nor more lax in this 3 

With theso remarks, he beggod to present the report of the Select Com- 
mittee. 

‘Tho How’aue Banoo Krustoas Pat suid that as he had recorded a 
dissent, ho thought it hia duty to state his reasons for having done so. When 
tho Bill was originally introduced, he thought it his duty to support it, at tho 
same time expressing a hope that the Select Committee would find their way to 
some provision for the sottlement or determination of rates of rents, leaving 
as little as possible discretion to the Collector on the subject. ‘This question 
was very carcfully discussed in Committeo, and ho wassorry to say thet tho 
majority camo to a conclusion which was against the adoption of any: principle 
Jn tho Bil for the determination of ruteo of rent. Ho bed not seen the revert 
of the Committee until that morning, and therefore could not fully jude 
to tho reasons advanced by them in recording his dissont. Hut his gonoral 
opinion on tho subject ‘being well known to his colleagues in Committee, he 

ugh proper to embody it in the dient he hed recorded. “The hon'bla 
ia chargo of the Bill bad pointed out that this was a procedure Bill, 

not affect the principles contained in Act X of 1859 for the determi 
nation of rates of routs, “If the hon’ble member would refer to the history of 
the rent disputes which had led to the introduction of the present measure, ho 
Yonld find that the indefinitenose of the principles of Aoi of 1859 bad 
Jaw. 

















brought suits for the adjustmont of rents to a dead look, and that it had there 
fore become necessary for the Legislature to atep in and propose the present 
If Act X of 1859 had worked satisfctorily ; if it had not led to considerable mar. 
‘understanding, misconception, and mischief, he did not think there would hayo 
been any necessity for introducing the present measure. On the oné‘hand, tha, 
ot di sot know wal bo as Ke yy, and on the other hand the zemin- 
ot 
and 
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rent to tho Civil Court for adjudication of their disputes, which in its turn was 
surrounded with front dificulties, and did not know exactly what to say or lay 
down. Look to tho tariety ofthe decisions post by tho difeont Ciyil Courts 
in the country on the subject, and you would find that thoy wero a series of con- 
tradictory décisions, conflicting rulings, and ineonclusive conclusions, A full 
bench of tho High Court had lid down a principle for enhancement of rent 
which both judges and lawyors agreed in holding was simply unworkable, and 
a better proof of the impructicability of carrying it out could not be afforded. 
than the state of litigation in the country at presert on the subject af rent suits, 
The head of the Government of Bengal had acknowledzed this unsatisfactory 
state of things in thelast Administration Repcrt, uud pointed out that unless the 
principles on which rents should be fixed wore «cttled, the present state of 
things would probably grow from bad to worse. Ie believed ho might stato 
without breach of confidence that the Government wore audubly on 

making investigations from local officers and others eonpetent to ndvise, with 
a view to come to somo definite principles for the determination of rates of 
xént, Now, while publie opinion, both officit snd non-official, seemed to bo 
unanimous in so far that the present Jaw was indcfinite anil eonfasing, «md there- 
fore unsatisfactory, he asked—was it wise or alvisuble fo refer the Collector buck 
to those very principles in the Act which had produced the present confusion ? 
Would this procedure, he wouldyask, contribute to tho settlement of those 
disputes which tho hon’ble anember in ebarze of the Bill had charactorized 
fag a scandal to good government? He questionad tho wisdom of this pro- 
cooding, snd entertaining this opinion, he stron pan his colleagues in 
Committee the necessity of laying down some fair anit equitable principle for the 
settlement of rates of rent; and if the Couneil was not prepared fo come to an 
agreement upon the subject, he would recommend that the scope and object of 
‘th Bill should be limited to the svalization of arrears of rents, tho question of 
fixing tho rates of rmination as 


heretofore. 
‘The object of the Bill, he might observe, was twofold—frstly, th sottlo- 


ment or adjustment of rents, and seondy, the realization of rents.’ Now, the 
adjastment of rents could not he effectod without settling the ratesof rent, but 
tho realization of rents could be facilitated b; vending the existing procedure 
and vesting tho Collector with a summery power. Thero could Le no doubt 
that when the ryots combined and resisted the payment of rent, the zemindar 
was put to great dificulty and trouble, In fact, when the combination was 
widespread, the zemindar could not collect his rents, and could not meet the 
Government revenuo without borrowing money. This stato of things eould not 
but be deprecated ; and he beliovod that as regards the collection of arroars of ront, 
Hf the Bill were mado effectual so as to help the zomindar in realizing arrears of 
ront, tho object would be sufficiently attained. It might box question as to what 
‘was or what was not an arroar of rent; that was to say, whether or no the existing 
rate of rent was disputed by tho ryot. But questions of this kind were uslikely 
to arise before the Civil Court, as boforo the Collecto ; and in the sano way uy 
the Civil Court decided them, the Collector might decide them in a district 
imed under tho Bill. It was certainly desirable that the rates of rent should. 
‘adjusted by the Collector, but there seemed to bo so many diffigulties in the 
way, nd ao much divongenen of opinion, that perhap i would bo bettor as 
@ measure to confine the Bill only to the realization of ront. Astho Bill 
fras framod; it might, he was afraid, lead to groator evil than good. Ife might 
mention that the reasons which had called for the Bill some six or eight months 
ago did not now exist, through the wise, discreet, and moderato action of tho 
‘exeentive euthorities ; that disputes formerly existing between the zomindar and 
the ryot in some of the oastern districts had beow to a considerable extent 
amicably settlod ; and that u hetter spirit now prevailed than what had prevailod 
two or three years ago. But it might be said that the fire was only smoulder- 
ig; thet it might again beeak out, and who know how far it might extend; 
‘that it was therefore necessary to bo forcarmed. ‘Taking thot view of tho 
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‘ane, ‘that tho Bill ought tobe confined to tho particular object 
‘of fuslitating tho realizstion of arrears of ront, and that the large, dificult, 
ad goiaplicated quostion of adjustment. of rents might Le left to bo dealt with 
Gecwaer by legilation. He was ounfident that the legislature, under the 
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guidance of the prosont hoad of the Government, would be able, to come to 
soine sitisfactory conclusion as to the principles on which yates of rent. should 
be fixed; and once the general law wasamended, both as to the principles 
upon whieh tho ront was to be fixed and tho facilities to be given for tho 
realization of rent, matters might be loft to themselves. On freee grounds 
ho still hoped that the quostion of the adjustment. of rent might be left out of the 
Tail, and dat ft might bo sosizicted to tho realization of arranra of rant only. 

Ho hoped that the Bill woud not bo hastily procesded with. It wasa 
niost important moasure, and ought to be carefully considered. Ii was true 
that the Bill had been before the public for some time. Ho knew that the 
landed classes had talon considerable interést in it; they had already ex 
their opinions upon it more or less strongly, and it was very donirable that 
sufficient timo should bo given to enable them to consider the Bill as amended 
by tho Seloct Committee. 

‘The How'pte Me Bett ssid, as a member of the Select Committee on the 
Bill, he wished to make one or two observations in reference to what had fallen 
from the hon'ble member who had just spoken. ‘Tho hon’ble momber had 

ly said that there were two points of difference which oxisted between 
mbers of the Select Committee. ‘The first of these points was whether 
the Bill should be confined to the realization of arreurs of rent at existing 
rates, or whether it should nitempt to adjust id sctle existing disputos; and 
secondly, whether or not we should lay down some general principles to guido 
the Colleotor in arriving at the determination of whut a fair and oquitable rato 
of ront was. On tho latter point, the majority of the Committco woro of 
opinion that we ought to leave the law as it stood. ‘The object of the Bill was 
merely of a temporary nature: it was in no way intended to repeal or 
alter the provisions of Act X of 1859, and the question was whother in a 
measure of this sort, which was rather a measure of procedure than of principle, 
we ought to change the substantive Jaw of the land. ‘The majority of the 
Committee were convineed that if we were to attempt to introduce in a Bill of 
this sort any fresh principles of legislation, we should have the wholo country w 
inarms. Instead of adjusting disputos, wo should simply be fomenting discord. 
Any one zomindar would be desirous’ of testing theso new principles, and we 
should have an enbancomont suit instituted throughout. the whole of Bengal ; 
tnd tho Bill would promote tho very ovils which it was intended to allay. 

With regard to the adjustment of the rates of ront, it soomod to tho 
Committee that if the Collector was authorized to settle’ disputos, it would 
be impossible to limit his discretion to enquiries into the rates of rent 
which the ryots had proviously paid. It would he extremely unfair to the 
zemindax to compel him to acceptrents at the old rates if he was entitled to 
higher rates, let alone that it was almost impossible in some cases for the 
Collector to determine what the previous rates were, It soomed to the majority 
of the Committee that, to enable tho Collector to deal effectually with the 
‘quostions roferred to him, it was absolutely necessary for him to enquire into 
all the relations between the landlord and his tenants, What was wanted was 
not a one-sided Bill, but a just messure to provide for a fair and equitable adjuat- 
ment of disputes between zemindare and their ryote. 

‘The howble member had steted that he objected to the vast amount of 
wer and discretion which the Bill placed in the hands of thé Collector. But 
in. BeLt would romind the Council that the Bill really gavo the Collector no 

or power or discretion than was at present exereised by the Civil: Court. 
he Bill soemed to him to be a very hurmless one in every way, and the only 

object of the Bill was to allow the Collector to eettle ins eummary way what 
was now determined by the Civil Courts by the more dilatory procoss of a 
regular suit, fi 

‘Pho only other point upon which ho had to remark was with refersnoe to 
what fell from tho hon’ble member in regard to the present necessity of the 
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measure. It seemed to the majority of tho if ‘tunately. 
Bo poten st provnt oriatad. in Woogal, yan Garizabl, tow of bake 
complications, that # Bill of this sort should be He felt sure the 


Council, when the Bill was submitted to them, would agree with him that the 
Committee had attempted to frame aa fair and equitable = measure ‘té ‘both 
parties as it was possible under the tircumstances te fo. 
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His Hoxon tax Puesenr said : “1 desire to point out at this stage of the 
rmeanure thot in the opinion of the Govornment of Bengal, therp ia just as much 
reason to pasa a Bill of this sort-now as there ever was, It is true that some 

at disputes have been settled succossfully (at Icust, so far as appearances go) 

the executive authorities without the aid of such a law; but, eupposing any 
fresh disputes should arise, wo cannot answer for our officers being always 
able to compose wich, quarrels. ‘Tho Council will, T-hope, remomber that 
this is merely a Bill for eouforring certain jurisdiction on the Revenuo 
authorities in the evont of any omergeney arising. ‘The jurisdiction proposed 
to be conferred is no other than tho substitution of a particular procedute for 
that which now obtains in the Civil Court, and from that point of view it 
seems vory undesirable in a meesure of this kind to introduce anything relating 
to substantive Jaw. ‘This was justly pointed out by the hon’ble mover when 
ho spoke of this Bill being in the nature of a procedure Bill, It is a “Bill for 
contecring © omtain juriatction upon sortie oficors, That, T nocd not point 
out, is a very different thing from introducing any principle of substantive law. 

« As rogards the substantive law rolating to rent, I cutirely concur with tho 
hon’ble member on the left (Haboo Kristodas Pal) that it would be traly one 
of the greatest blessings that could be conferred on Kengal if sore principle 
for dotarmining she rates of rent cogld be fixed by lewislation. But I need not 

int out that no more difficult queswon than that could be presented to a local 
Kegilature, It i truo that tho subject ia. uudor the ankious consideration 
of the Government, bat whether we shall be able to arrive at a conclusion in 
which all the diffcrent parties interested ean concur, is more than T can say 
at the prosont time. I cun promiso that the best efforts of the Goverament 
will be dirooted to that object. But [have to say most distinctly at the present 
stage of tho Bill, that whether such substantive aw for the determination of tho 
rates of rent can he arrived at or not, this Bill for the transfer of the jurisdiction 
for the determination of urgent questions is necessary. 

“Tf auch substantive law shall be arrived at fortunately, regarding which 
Tentertain much doubt, even then this Bill will be necessary. If, as is moro 
probuble, we shall not succeed in arriving at any substantive change in the law, 
then the Bill will be needed even still more. 

“With these remarks, I will express my hope that the Council will at aa 
early date tako into consideration this important measure, though its import- 
ance is strictly limited to tho mode of dociding ront disputes, and not to tho 
principles upon which they uro to be adjusted. A Colloctor or any other 
revenue officer will be in no worso position than the Civil Court as regards tho 
substantive law of rent; but wo believe, on the other hand, that the Collectors 
and othor local offiecrs will be in a much better position, by their local know- 
ledge and other facilities, than the Civil Courts im be for deciding these xent 
suits. Isay that without the slightest disparsyement to the Civil Courts. 
The Ch ts have always decided in peaceful times and under ordinary 
circumstances perfectly ell But whon angry disputes arise betweon large 
Janded claseeay then it will b impossible for the Civil Courts, who have to observe 
all the formalities of tho Civil Procoduro Code, to settle euch disputes in timo; 
and before a logal decision can be arrived at, immcuse oxcitoment might eproad 
over the country and a great deal of mischicf bo done and it is therofore 
that this Bill, purely of jurisdiction and procedure, is proposed for the con- 
sideration of Couneil.”” 

CALCUTTA MUNICIPALITY. 

‘Pre How's Sie Sruaer Hoae said it would le in tho recollection of the 
Connell thst several memorials wore received objecting to the controllin 
clauses as contained in sections 21,22, and 58 of the Bil to consolidate an 
amend the law relating to the Municipal affairs of Calcutta. The momorialists 
seemed all unanimous in approving of tho principle of olection as sot forth 
in the, Bul. But they urged that ho power which tho Government proposed 
to retainto itself to control the action of the Municipality was not consistent 
with a freo elective system. ‘Tho Council then roforred the Bill back to the Select 
‘Committgo, with the view of secing how far it was possible in a moasure to 
moot ghd shes, of the memorilista by modifying tho coutrol sections 21, 22, 
ond 58, 
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By section 21 the duties to be performed by the Municipality wore laid 
down ‘in somewhat general terms. By section 22 a general power was given 
to the Govornment to interfere in tle event of the Municipality not carrying 
tut the, yorks specified a genoesl torwta by section OI Aud by esation £6, 
grdor to pikes tho MuniGioesty ia funds to. carry out the onic jamed by 
the Government, power was given to the Government to raise the rates by a 
notification in tho Calcutta Gasctic. 

‘The Select Comnitteo sfow proposed to do away with section 58, which 
enabled the Governnient to raise the rates by an oriler issued in tho “‘Culeutia 
Gazette, and_ instead of declaring in general terms the duties which tho Muni- 
cipality should perform, tho Committeo proposed to set forth in soetion 31 in 
very specific terms those works which the Municipality must carry out, namely, 
to provide for the payment of interest on the debentures and louns from Govorn: 
ment und the formation of a sinking fund; to maintain the police sanctioned 
by Government; to carry out the new underground drainage works now under 
construction; mnintain an fiient water-suply s ty muko adequate and 
suitable provision for conscrvancy: and to provide the funds necessary for these 
Pimposes_ ly. eotion 22 tho Comittes proposod that the Govornmont should 

6 empowered, in the event of suitablo provision not being mado for carrying 
‘on the conservancy of the town, to appoint Commissioners to 890 how far’ the 
arrangements of ‘tho Municipality were @efective, and whether they were 
dofoetive to such an extent as to be prejudicial to the health of the inhabi- 
tants of the town; and in the event of the Commissioners appointed reporting 
that the arrangeaients were so defective ay to be prejudicial to health, then, 
and only then, the Goverument wis to bo empowered, in the ovent of the 
Municipality doclining to eavry out tho recommendations of the Commission, 
to order tho Municipality to camy out such recommendations as aight be 
mado by the Commissi 

Ho begged to place tho report of tho Select Committos bofore the Council, 
and to move that the recommendations of the Committee be edoptod, namely, 
that section 58 of the Bill bo omitted, and that sections 21, 22, and 224 be 
substituted for sections 21 and 2 

His Hoxor te Prestpext declared the motion to be unanimously agreed 
to, und in making that announcement he desired, on bebulf of the Government 
of Bengal, io intimate his entire acceptance of the recommendations of the 
Committee, and to express his great satisfaction in being able to say so, 


[Zo be Continued.) 





















































SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MARCH 2, 1876. 995 














SEOURITY FROM MINISTERIAL OFFICERS. 





FINANCIAL DEPARINENT, 
Calcutta, the 16th March 187 





Rea>— 
‘The Rosslution of this Government in the Geral Department, dated the 22d April 
1809, directing the perivdical surutiny of ‘the securities taken from officers’ of 
Goverment in positions of triste 

A loiter from the Commiarinner of Oriessy No. 34, dat 
ing hat security shomsi be taken from all sabe 
‘with the dishursement uf public money. 

Circular No. 15, dated the Ist June 1875, calling fir the opinions of Commissioners of 
“visions upon the aboes proposal 5 

The replics of the aeversd Cornmissioners, and a Iter on the sarae aubjert, No. 78A.y 
dated the 1th February 1876, from the Secretary to the Boar of Reveaue inthe 
Lund Hevense Departiivat. 

‘The attention of the Lieutenant-Governor w: 
the discovery, in March 1875, of a series of embezzlements committed in 
the office of the Magistrate and Collector of Buizsore. ‘The ministerial officers 
implicated in thess embezzlements were the heaiclerk of the Road Cess 
Department and the local fund clerk. Neithor of these officers Mfd given 
any security. 

2. Tho Commissioner of Orissa, in sub 
urged that expevienes had shown the m 
seeurity from all aflieers entrusted with the expenditure of Government or 
Jocal funds. ‘The great majority of the Divisional Commissioners, who were 
consulted, have concurred in’ this opinion; audit is also supported by the 
Member in charge of the Land Revenue Department of the Board, 

8. Ltappears on inquiry that, by the existing practies, security is takew 
from some officers on hoth the reveals and the judicial side ; but duties involy- 
ing the custody and payment of money have much inereased during the last fow 
years; and it dors not svom ever to have bern laid down as a general principle 
that all ministerial oflicers to whom Government money is entrusted shall bo 
required to give security for the duv fulfilment of the trust. ‘The consequerea 
has Leen, as represenied by the Magistrate of Ba the expeniiituce 
of publie money is sometimes left in Che isterial officials who 
have neither given security uor have suliviens appliances for the custody 
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of cash, 
4. The Licutenant-Governor, having regard to these circumstances and 

other cognato circwinstances which have come to his notice at different times, 

js of opinion that, fhe time bas come for a revision of the orders upon this 


subject; and he is prepared to accept the general principle that ministorial 
officers whose duties require that public money (whether striefly Govern. 
moat moneY or Ineal or municipal funds,) shoul pass through their hands 
should be required to furnish scearity to the amount of 10 per cent. in 
excess of the highest sum which is likely to be in their custody at one time, 
Tt is observed, however, that some of the Commissioners have proposed to 
extend the rule to oflicers of tho depatiment of account, and the Liontenant- 
Governor docs not sce that thore is any accessity for this. Nor docs it 
appear necessary to apply the prineiple to Uiose “officers who are merely 
entrusted with the expenditure of a fixe«! permanent salvance, as te situation 
of euch officers may be cousidered to be a sullicient security for such small 
disbursements. agi : 

je 5. All heads of departments are accoriinsly directed to draw up lists of 
thsir subordinates who siuuld bo required to givesecurity ander thisrule, with 
tho amount of security to be given in euch esse, and to submit the lists for the 

oval of the Governinent, Revenue officers should submit the lists through 
the Commissioner and the Board of Revenue, and Magistrates through the 
Commissionor of the Division. In drawing up the lista, it should carefully be 
cousidered whether it may not bo possible to concentrate, in the hands of a 
smaller number of officers than at present, the duties which involve actual 
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dealings with publie money, so as to limit, 
ving security. 

aang Tes 10 be understood that these ondorsae not intended to apply to any 
officers who give security under the present rules, Such security will be given 
in the same manner, and to the same extent, as before; but it will be open to 
amy district officer whe may be of opinion that the security given by avy of 
his subordinates is minnifestly insuficiont to recommend that the amount of 
such sceurity should he raised., In the ease of such poddars as are appointed 
‘on the responsibility of district or sub.divisional treasurers, no separate security 
need be taken, but the ity bond of the treasurer should be worded so as to 
cover any possible defaleation by his subordinates, 

7. In determining the nature of the security to be given, the Lieutenant. 
Governor desires to maintain the principle “accepted by’ Goverument in 
this office letter No. 2601, dated the Ist August 1872, to the address of 
the Secretsiy to the Board’ of Revenue in the Land Revenue Department. 
Security iu the form of a deposit of cash or promissory notes, in preference 
to the pledge of landed property, should, therefore not be insisted on in cases in 
whieh the adoption of such a rule would operate hardly upon ministerial 
officers drawing small salaries. 

By order of the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
iH. J. REYNOLDS, 
Off9. Sccy. to lie Govt. of Benga. 
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Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Orops. 


Stetement showing Reinfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Oropa in the different Districts 
+ of Lengal, as reported to Goverament during the week exding the 18th March 1876, 
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